Monday, November 21, 2022

From the Principal's Desk
Greetings Ellington Community,
Yesterday was Transgender Day of Remembrance, a day to commemorate
members of the transgender community who've lost their life due to antitransgender violence. I woke up heartbroken by the news of the Colorado
Springs Shooting. This weekend's attack reminds us, too many LGBTQI+
people continue to face unconscionable violence. To those students and
members of our community who are impacted by this news, know that I am
thinking of you, and supporting you, and our wellness team will be
available Monday - Tuesday (school's closed Wednesday - Friday).
On Friday, the Class of 2023 Dancers moved us to tears with their art during the Senior Dance Solo Recital.
We're so proud of how far each of you has come and we can't wait to see all the bright places you will go.
Thank you to Ms. Smith, and all of the wonderful Dance Department teachers.
I also wanted to congratulate all of our Technical Design and Production students and other student
volunteers who helped make Poor Man Rich Soul by Jimmy Jenkins a success. All of your behind-the-scenes
work doesn't go unnoticed!
As many of you know, DESAP has been in ongoing negotiations to update the DESAP-DCPS 2000
procurement agreement, which outlines the governance responsibilities of the school. On December 7th,
DCPS & DESAP will meet with city council to come to an agreement regarding the school's future funding and
governance structure.
We appreciate all of you who came out to support the Student Task Force meeting last week. We're having
another meeting today, Monday, November 21, in the Main Theatre during lunch. This will be an important
meeting regarding the status of the current negotiations and to answer any questions students might have.
If you're joining us today, please take a moment to read and reflect on the school's mission. As a missiondriven school - our mission is ingrained in everything we do and it's fundamental that you know it and reflect on
it often. You can read it here.
On Sunday, November 27, DESA Piano and Guitar Ensemble students will perform at the Epiphany
Catholic Church, 2712 Dumbarton Street, NW, Washington D.C., 20007. Check out the flyer further down.
BELL SCHEDULE FOR THIS WEEK
Monday, November 21 - Odd Day
Tuesday, November 22 - Even Day
Wednesday, November 23 - Friday, November 25 - Thanksgiving Break
*To support a safe return from Thanksgiving break, all DESA students and staff will be expected to
provide proof of a negative COVID-19 test on Sunday, November 27. We will distribute COVID-19 tests
today and tomorrow during lunch for you to take home.

NEXT SENIOR MEETINGS
Senior Class - Monday, December 5 @ 11:30 a.m. (In-Person)
Parents - Monday, December 12 @ 6:30 p.m. (Virtual)
LSAT MEETING
Ellington's next LSAT (Local School Advisory Team) meeting will take place on Monday, November 28 from
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. in the White Library or virtually using this link.
Agenda
SY23-24 enrollment projections
Ellington DESAP budget
Follow up from last mtg- LSAT rep for the DESAP Finance Committee
Other
SHADE PTO MONTHLY MEETING:
Wednesday, November 30, at 6:30 p.m.
Join via Zoom Meeting using this link.
Meeting ID: 929 4282 6459
Passcode: 163859
SENIOR OFF-CAMPUS LUNCH
Tuesdays - Fridays
Time: NON-Advisory Days: 11:25 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. Advisory Days: 11:18 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Each senior MUST have their Consent Form completed, signed, and submitted (electronically or inperson).
GUMSHOE TUTORING
Saturday, December 3 (10:00 a.m. -12noon)
Tutoring will not resume until mid-January. For more information, please contact Mr. Watkins.

 hat's it for now! Be sure to check out the scholarship and performance opportunities below. Thank you, and
T
have a great week!
V/r,

Sandi M. Logan
Principal / Head of School

"History has shown us that courage can be contagious, and hope can take on a life of its own.”

– Michelle Obama

Bread for the City Thanksgiving Resources

Senior Class Bake Sale
Monday, November 21

Thanks to everyone who supported the Senior Class Bake Sale last week. We're having another one
on Monday, November 21, during lunch. Cash is preferred.

Senior Corner - Class of 2023
IT’S TIME TO TAKE MEASUREMENTS FOR YOUR CAP & GOWNS!
Measurements will take place inside our school’s Costume Shop.
Here are our dates for now:

Tuesday, Nov. 29 (3:45 p.m. - 5:05 p.m.)
Wednesday, Nov. 30 (3:45 p.m. – 5:05 p.m.)
Thursday, Dec. 1st (3:45 p.m. – 5:05 p.m.)
Friday, Dec. 2nd (3:45 p.m. – 5:05 p.m.)
Use this link to sign-up for your time slot.

Click here to pay your arts fees.

Instrumental Music Students Performing at Epiphany Catholic
Church on
Sunday, November 27, 2022

Sunday, November 27, 2022 | 4:00 p.m. | Epiphany Catholic Church
DESA Piano students and the Guitar ensemble will perform at the Epiphany Catholic Church, 2712 Dumbarton
Street, NW, Washington D.C., 20007.

The program includes pieces by Beethoven, Chopin, Bach, and Rachmaninoff as well as tango music, and
Christmas music.
This concert is a celebration of the first Sunday of the Advent season.
The concert is free!

For the Love of Ellington Homecoming 2022 Schedule & Tickets

For The Love Of Ellington: Homecoming 2022, Thursday, December 8 - Saturday, December 10, 2022, at
Duke Ellington School of the Arts.
Unfortunately, we had to cancel the Homecoming Parade and the Variety Show but we still have fun activities
planned like the Alumni Marketplace and Homecoming Dance on Friday, December 9, 2022. The theme for
the dance is Munchkin Land Sneaker Ball and we can't wait to see all of the creative outfits. Tickets are
$20. Click here to purchase on our box office.

Admin Reminders

Full Dress Code Policy
All cell phones and personal electronic devices must be silenced and cannot be visible during all
instructional periods from 8:30 a.m. to 4:55 p.m.
Full Cell Phone Policy
Please remember to email your student's early dismissal requests to the email below by 10 a.m. to receive a
permit to leave a pass for the day. if you are absent from school, to be excused parents/guardians must
email; attendance@ellingtonarts.org. The following reasons are classified as excused:
llness of the student (a doctor’s note is required for a student absent five or more cumulative days in a
term);
Illness of a child, for parenting students (a doctor’s note for the student’s child is required when the
student is absent five or more cumulative days in a term);
Medical or dental appointments for the student;
Death in the student’s immediate family;
Exclusion by direction of the authorities of the District of Columbia, due to quarantine, contagious
disease, infection, infestation, or other condition requiring separation from other students for medical or
health reasons;
Necessity for a student to attend a judicial or administrative proceeding, or court-ordered activity, as a
party to the action or under subpoena;
Observance of a religious holiday.
Religious event celebration outside of a religious holiday (up to five cumulative days);
Absences to allow students to visit their parent/guardian who is in the military, immediately before,
during, or after deployment.
College visits for students in grades 9-12 (up to three cumulative days);
School visits for students in kindergarten through 8th grade (one day);
Absences of expectant or parenting students for a time period specified by their doctor and any
accommodations mandated by law;
Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day; and
An emergency or other circumstance approved by DCPS.

Ellington Spotlight!!

Congratulations to our Technical Design and Production students and other student volunteers who
worked front of house and backstage alongside other industry professionals for the play Poor Man Rich Soul.
Check out this photo of Director, Jimmy Jenkins bringing the students on stage during the end of the play and
thanking them for their work. We're proud of you for your talent and dedication to your craft.
See Ellington in the news or want to share your story?
Email tyhoyle@ellingtonarts.org

Updates from the School Librarian

Audition for Young Artists of America Company
for Your Chance to Be On Television and More!
This is your chance to be a part of YAA's Spring
Production of
THE LEGACY OF HAL PRINCE, a stage and television
WORLD PREMIERE!
Young Artists of America will present this original
production on stage at The Music Center at
Strathmore (April 1, 2023) and again at Maryland Public
Television Studios (April 22, 2023) for broadcast on air
later in the summer of 2023.
Register now to audition for YAACompany (9th - 12th
grade) and be a part of this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.
Audition registrations are due December 7, 2022! Register using this link.

The deadline for this scholarship is November 29,
2022. Click here to apply!

The Wellness Team!
Duke Ellington School of the Arts Student Referral for Mental
Health and Counseling Support at Ellington
Parents, teachers/staff members, and students can also complete a
referral form to connect students with mental health and counseling
support at the school. There is a student self-referral form and
a student referral form for parents/staff to complete.
Completed forms to desawellness@ellingtonarts.org.
There are hard copies of referral forms in the Student Support Center.
Once referral forms are received the team will connect the student to
appropriate services.
Staff members providing mental health and counseling support
Peter Boccardi: 9th Grade Social Worker / 504
Coordinator, peter.boccardi@k12.dc.gov
Nicole Frazier: 10th Grade Social Worker / 504
Coordinator, nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov
Crystal Sylvia: 11th and 12th Grade Social
Worker, crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Dr. Ballard: Part-time Psychologist, james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Additional Student Support Center Staff Members
Academic counselors:
Suwana Reavis: 9th and 10th Grades, suwana.reavis@k12.dc.gov
Larry Davis: 11th and 12th Grades, larry.davis4@k12.dc.gov

More Info

Student Resources for ReportingTitle IX
Issues and Concerns

It's important that all of us say something if we see something. Please remember that you can report any Title
IX Sexual Misconduct or Bullying/Harassment incident by name or anonymously through our school app. You
can also report directly to our Title IX Director, Mr. Hawkins at, arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com or our Title IX
Coordinators, Director Hayden at, donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov and Dean Sims
at, keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov. 
On-Campus Supports
Mr. Hawkins, HR & Title IX Director arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com
Director Hayden, Director of Administrative Affairs & Title IX Coordinator donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov
Director Watkins, Director of SEL & Student Affairs & Bullying Point of Contact, greg.watkins@k12.dc.gov
Dean Sims, Dean & Title IX Coordinator keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov
Dr. Ballard, School Psychologist james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Frazier, 9th & 12th nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Sylvia, 10th & 11th crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Additional Title IX Resources

Click here for the complete SY22-23 Bell Schedule.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 21
LUNCH
Student Task Force Meeting - Theatre
November 28
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
LSAT Meeting - White Library or Virtual
November 30
6:30 p.m.
SHADE PTO Monthly Meeting - Zoom
Join via Zoom Meeting using this link.
Meeting ID: 929 4282 6459
Passcode: 163859
December 3
Senior Class Photos
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
GUMSHOE Tutoring - Duke Ellington School of the Arts

Duke Ellington School of the Arts is officially a part of the District of Columbia Interscholastic Athletic
Association (DCIAA) for SY 22-23! We currently offer Indoor & Outdoor Track & Field. Track practice is
Monday through Friday at 7:00 AM. Student/Artist/Athletes must maintain a minimum G.P.A. of
3.0. Interested athletes can reach out to Coach Nelson at leonard.nelson@k12.dc.gov for more
information.

