Sunday, November 13, 2022

From the Principal's Desk
Greetings Ellington Community,
I hope you had a wonderful long weekend and took a moment to check in on
your family and loved ones. Students, we hope you can join us in
the Performance Hall during lunch on Thursday, November 17 for an
important Student Task Force Meeting with Principal Logan and Director
Watkins.
SHADE PTO - PARENT ADVOCACY MEETING
Wednesday, November 16, 7:30 p.m. - Zoom link in the calendar further
down.
GUMSHOE TUTORING
Saturday, November 13, 10:00 a.m. - 12noon)
Saturday, December 3 (10:00 a.m. -12noon)
Tutoring will not resume until mid-January. For more information, please contact Mr. Watkins.

NEXT SENIOR MEETINGS
Senior Class - Monday, December 5 @ 11:30 a.m. (In-Person)
Parents - Monday, December 12 @ 6:30 p.m. (Virtual)
THANKSGIVING BREAK
Wednesday, November 23 - Thanksgiving Break (No school for students or teachers)
Thursday, November 24 - Thanksgiving Day (DCPS closed)
Friday, November 25 - Thanksgiving Break (No school for students or teachers)
SENIOR OFF-CAMPUS LUNCH
Tuesdays - Fridays
Time: NON-Advisory Days: 11:25 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. Advisory Days: 11:18 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Each senior MUST have their Consent Form completed, signed, and submitted (electronically or inperson).
IMPORTANT SURVEY FOR STUDENTS WITH DCPS ISSUED DEVICE

1. If you were issued a DCPS device please fill out our mandatory short Technology Survey. Your
device tag # is located on the back of your Surface. Go under the kickstand. If you need a device or
have any questions, please contact Mr. Melvin Clay (Room# 235 - Melvin.clay@K12.dc.gov) Thank
You!

 hat's it for now! Be sure to check out the scholarship and performance opportunities below. Thank you, and
T
have a great week!
V/r,

Sandi M. Logan
Principal / Head of School

“Accept and acknowledge your own brilliance. Stop waiting for others to tell you how great you are! Believe it for yourself and about yourself.”

– Iyanla Vanzant

Senior Class Bake Sale
Monday, November 14 & Friday, November 18

The Senior Class will be holding two Bake Sales during lunch on Monday, November 14, and Friday,
November 18. Please support the Class of 2023 by purchasing some of their homemade treats and baked
goods!

2023 National AI Scholarship
Duke Ellington School of the Arts students can now jump
into the world of AI, gain real hands-on experience,
develop creative projects and boost their competitiveness

on their college applications and on the job market! Our
instructors are from top universities such as Stanford
and MIT! This is an exciting chance to see real-life
applications of robotics, art, math, gaming, and morelearning AI allows students to follow their passions.
Eligibility
Must be a current or graduating middle or high school
student in the United States/Canada.
Students from low-income families are especially
encouraged to apply.
Merit-based, partial scholarships are awarded regardless
of family income.
The deadline for this scholarship is November 29,
2022. Click here to apply!

Student Interview Request for GUMSHOE Tutoring Ethnographic
Research Project
Sofia Danzo, the Site Coordinator for GUMSHOE tutoring at DESA is a sophomore at Georgetown University.
She is conducting an ethnographic research project and would love to interview students who participate in
GUMSHOE tutoring on Saturdays.
The findings of this study could be beneficial for evaluating the impact that incorporating performing arts into
High School curricula has on academic performance and self-confidence.
If interested, please bring a signed copy of this parent consent form to tutoring next Saturday,
November 19.

Sign up to be a DESA Front of House Volunteer

There's Still Time Left to
Complete DCPS Device Survey

If you were issued a DCPS device please fill out our mandatory short Technology Survey.
REMINDERS:
Your device tag # is located on the back of your Surface. Go under the kickstand.
If you need a device or have any questions, please contact Mr. Melvin Clay (Room# 235
- Melvin.clay@K12.dc.gov).

For the Love of Ellington Homecoming 2022 Schedule & Tickets

For The Love Of Ellington: Homecoming 2022, Thursday, December 8 - Saturday, December 10, 2022, at
Duke Ellington School of the Arts.
We have a series of fun activities planned including a Variety Show, a Homecoming Dance for students, an
Alumni Marketplace, a Homecoming Parade for alumni, families, and friends of Ellington, and more!
RSVP and view the full Homecoming Schedule here.

Admin Reminders
Full Dress Code Policy
All cell phones and personal electronic devices must be silenced and cannot be visible during all
instructional periods from 8:30 a.m. to 4:55 p.m.
Full Cell Phone Policy
Please remember to email your student's early dismissal requests to the email below by 10 a.m. to receive a
permit to leave a pass for the day. if you are absent from school, to be excused parents/guardians must

email; attendance@ellingtonarts.org. The following reasons are classified as excused:
llness of the student (a doctor’s note is required for a student absent five or more cumulative days in a
term);
Illness of a child, for parenting students (a doctor’s note for the student’s child is required when the
student is absent five or more cumulative days in a term);
Medical or dental appointments for the student;
Death in the student’s immediate family;
Exclusion by direction of the authorities of the District of Columbia, due to quarantine, contagious
disease, infection, infestation, or other condition requiring separation from other students for medical or
health reasons;
Necessity for a student to attend a judicial or administrative proceeding, or court-ordered activity, as a
party to the action or under subpoena;
Observance of a religious holiday.
Religious event celebration outside of a religious holiday (up to five cumulative days);
Absences to allow students to visit their parent/guardian who is in the military, immediately before,
during, or after deployment.
College visits for students in grades 9-12 (up to three cumulative days);
School visits for students in kindergarten through 8th grade (one day);
Absences of expectant or parenting students for a time period specified by their doctor and any
accommodations mandated by law;
Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day; and
An emergency or other circumstance approved by DCPS.

Last Chance to See Poor Man Rich Soul on
Saturday, November 19
Saturday, November 19, 2022, at
5:30 p.m.
Poor Man Rich Soul by Jimmy Jenkins is back with two more shows
at Duke Ellington School of the Arts!
"Based on the unfair life of Richard "Rich" Soul, a former world boxing
champion, now drunken husband and father who was falsely accused
of murder. After squandering all his riches from boxing, Richard has no
money to hire a good lawyer or fight the case. Despite his innocence,
he is sentenced to Death Row, awaiting execution by electrocution. It
is then that Richard finds holes in his case that he ultimately believes
can lead to his freedom, but first he must learn to appreciate all the
things in life he took for granted."
Free entry for all Duke Ellington School of the Arts students! $10 tickets for outside students. All student
tickets must be purchased at the door.
Adults can visit our box office here to purchase tickets online.

Ellington Spotlight!!

Congratulations to DESA alum Asha Haddox-Rossiter (Vocal Music, 2022)! Asha was recently selected as
the 2022 National Youth of the Year for the Boys and Girls Club of America. The award includes a $50,000
scholarship, mentorship, and vocational training.
Aspiring to be the future President of the United States, Asha is a first-year undergraduate student at The
Ohio State University, majoring in Public Management, Leadership, and Policy. Her goal is to work closely
with D.C. City Council to address key issues in her local community and nationwide, including education equity
and food insecurity.
As the highest honor a Club member can receive, the National Youth of the Year represents Boys & Girls
Clubs of America and the voices of over four million Club youth it serves. For 75 years, the Youth of the Year
program has recognized young people for their outstanding leadership, service, academic excellence, and
dedication to living a healthy lifestyle.
See Ellington in the news or want to share your story?
Email tyhoyle@ellingtonarts.org

Updates from the School Librarian

Virtual Townhall Conversation:
 ental Health Care is Essential to Good Health Thursday,
M
November 17, 2022
While greater attention has been brought to the state of emergency
over the past year, the mental health of our nation’s youth and families
continues to deteriorate. Well-being starts with healthy minds, healthy
adults as role models and the desire to seek help when needed. Hear
from mental health professionals, medical experts, and advocates
who will speak to the following topics:

• Understanding Mental Illness: Signs, Risks, Stressors and Triggers
• Mental health for children and teens
• Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Mental Health
• Treatment Options for Mental Health Wellness
• Resources, Support and Advocacy
This virtual town hall is hosted by the American Academy of
Pediatrics, DC Chapter in partnership with DC Health Link, American
Psychiatric Association, and the Bebe Moore Campbell National
Minority Mental Health Awareness Task Force, Hillcrest Children’s
Center.
Please RSVP @ http://bit.ly/Nov17MentalHealth

Audition for Young Artists of America Company
for Your Chance to Be On Television and More!
This is your chance to be a part of YAA's Spring
Production of
THE LEGACY OF HAL PRINCE, a stage and television
WORLD PREMIERE!
Young Artists of America will present this original
production on stage at The Music Center at
Strathmore (April 1, 2023) and again at Maryland Public
Television Studios (April 22, 2023) for broadcast on air
later in the summer of 2023.
Register now to audition for YAACompany (9th - 12th
grade) and be a part of this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.
Audition registrations are due December 7, 2022! Register using this link.

Herb Block saw
education as the
opportunity for a
better life. In his

will, he urged the
creation of
scholarships for
post-secondary
individuals with
financial
need. Established
in 2005, The
Herb Block
Scholarship prov
ides financial
assistance
to high school
graduates,
community
college
students, and adult learners who wish to continue their studies at Washington, D.C. area community
colleges. The scholarship is “last dollar” valued at up to $8,000 per academic year not to exceed $16,000 over
the life of the scholarship

Apply here!

Are you interested in a career in book publishing or digital/magazine media?
NYU's Summer Publishing Institute (SPI) is an intensive study of books and digital/magazine media in the
heart of the publishing world—New York City! The program combines workshops, strategy sessions, and
presentations by the leading figures in publishing. Students hear from more than 150 guest speakers on the
content creation, editing, marketing, sales, and digital aspects of the industry. Hands-on projects and dynamic
networking events ensure that students gain real-world experience.
NYU's renowned program is specifically designed for rising seniors and recent college graduates.
SPI 2023 will take place as a four-week in-person program for students to learn about book publishing and
digital/magazine media, from June 5 to June 30, 2023.
Learn more and apply here!

Senior Corner - Class of 2023
Thank you to those parents who were able to join us for our first Senior Class Parent Meeting (11/9/22). Below
are copious notes from matters that were addressed. Please read carefully.
CLARITY WITH SENIOR PICTURES
(Please remember your scheduled appointment date and time: November 19 or December 2)
Please enter through the main entrance and you will be directed to the Lower Level.
Pictures will be taken in the Performance Hall.
The Holding Area for waiting and dressing will be across the hall in Black Box.
Mirrors and Restrooms will also be available to you.
For additional information, please email Ms. Harper, Gabrielle.Harper@k12.dc.gov

Basic: $20 tux/ drape plus 1 outfit
Standard: $30 tux and drape plus 2 outfits
Deluxe: $40 plus 3
Ultimate: $50 plus 4
**Each level includes the tux and drape.
Additional dates have been confirmed for any senior who was unable to schedule an appointment or
had tremendous conflicts. Those dates will go LIVE on the Prestige Photography by Lifetouch website in the
coming days. Please keep a close lookout:
Tuesday, Jan. 17 (9:30 a.m. – 2: 45 p.m.)
Thursday, Jan. 19 (9:30 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.)
Saturday, Jan. 21 (9:30 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.)

COLLEGE ASSISTANCE/RECOMMENDATION LETTERS
A note from Mr. Davis (12th-grade Guidance Counselor)
On September 6, 2022, I sent out an email detailing the college process. Parents, in that email I also
shared that we have a partnership with the Educational Opportunity Center, a program of the College
Board that will work with you and your child(ren) with the college admissions, financial aid, and
scholarship process. The person is Mr. Brian Smith who may be reached
at bsmith@collegeboard.org . I continue to offer my assistance with the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid as well. Lastly, I have completed a generic recommendation letter for all students. If you
desire yours to be specific to you, a brag sheet is required. The FINAL day for recommendation letters
for the class of 2023 is December 1, 2022. Any parent who would like to meet with me, please send me
an email, Larry.Davis4@k12.dc.gov to meet in person, via Zoom, or Teams until a formal parent
meeting has been confirmed.
All colleges/universities that you are applying to should be noted in Naviance under the “Colleges I am
applying to” tab. From there, Mr. Davis will send transcripts and counselor recommendations weekly,
processing every Tuesday.
The Black Common Application fee waiver (promotional code) is: osse2023.
The Common Application fee is waived IF you completed a form with Mr. Brian Smith from Educational
Opportunity Center or the form on this link: https://botform.compansol.com/202784796046870
ACCESS TO PARENT/STUDENT COMMUNICATION
The senior class has been meeting in-house every month since September. We send out senior class
information via our weekly newsletter and Naviance. All Parents (should) have access to Naviance.
Please visit this website Sign in (naviance.com) to create an account under the school name (Duke
Ellington School of the Arts). If you have difficulty signing in, please contact Mr. Larry Davis (12th-grade
guidance counselor) at larry.davis4@k12.dc.gov next week. If you are not receiving communication
from us, please email Mr. Watkins, Greg.Watkins@k12.dc.gov
ARTS FEES ($200/year; a requirement for Graduation)
We are working to secure a spreadsheet that includes the payment history of every senior. If you’d wish
to get ahead of the game to know where you currently stand, please feel free to send an email
to finance@ellingtonarts.org. You may also email Ms. Shaw, Charise.Shaw@k12.dc.gov. If you
know that you need assistance with paying off your arts fees, please include Ms.
Clovis, aclovis@ellingtonarts.org
SENIOR CLASS DUES
Generally, a financial sum helps to cover/defray costs for cap and gown, yearbook, and sometimes
prom venue. We are working to have this amount for you by Dec. 1. Please note it could be somewhere

between $75 - $150. Stand by for more information.
COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS (100 hours MUST be completed for Graduation)
Please check in with Mr. Davis/Director Hayden to ensure your hours are accurate and documented.
There is nothing wrong with acquiring more than 100 hours. Scholarships and other opportunities can
arise as a result of having more than the required 100 hours. For more information on opportunities,
please email Mr. Davis or Mr. Edge, Stephen.Edge@k12.dc.gov
GRADUATION
Our 2023 Commencement Ceremony will be held at Ellington, as is our custom.
DCPS has not given us a date yet. Once we have that date, we can follow up on ticket
distribution/senior.
YEARBOOK
Details Pending
PROM
Seniors are currently voting on themes with their Class Council.
Date and venue are TBA.
NEXT MEETINGS
Senior Class - Monday, Dec. 5 @ 11:30 a.m. (In-Person)
Parents - Monday, Dec. 12 @ 6:30 p.m. (Virtual)
Soon we will be taking measurements for caps and gowns. Please email Mr. Watkins (Lead Senior
Class Advisor) if you have any additional questions/concerns. We are truly here to help and make this
last year the BEST year!
Thank you for all that you do to support your children and show trust in our leadership. We love you
madly. Peace!
Senior Advisory Committee

The Wellness Team!
Duke Ellington School of the Arts Student Referral for Mental
Health and Counseling Support at Ellington
Parents, teachers/staff members, and students can also complete a
referral form to connect students with mental health and counseling
support at the school. There is a student self-referral form and
a student referral form for parents/staff to complete.
Completed forms to desawellness@ellingtonarts.org.
There are hard copies of referral forms in the Student Support Center.
Once referral forms are received the team will connect the student to
appropriate services.
Staff members providing mental health and counseling support
Peter Boccardi: 9th Grade Social Worker / 504
Coordinator, peter.boccardi@k12.dc.gov
Nicole Frazier: 10th Grade Social Worker / 504
Coordinator, nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov

Crystal Sylvia: 11th and 12th Grade Social
Worker, crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Dr. Ballard: Part-time Psychologist, james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Additional Student Support Center Staff Members
Academic counselors:
Suwana Reavis: 9th and 10th
Grades, suwana.reavis@k12.dc.gov
Larry Davis: 11th and 12th Grades, larry.davis4@k12.dc.
gov

More Info

Student Resources for ReportingTitle IX
Issues and Concerns

It's important that all of us say something if we see something. Please remember that you can report any Title
IX Sexual Misconduct or Bullying/Harassment incident by name or anonymously through our school app. You
can also report directly to our Title IX Director, Mr. Hawkins at, arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com or our Title IX
Coordinators, Director Hayden at, donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov and Dean Sims
at, keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov. 
On-Campus Supports
Mr. Hawkins, HR & Title IX Director arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com
Director Hayden, Director of Administrative Affairs & Title IX Coordinator donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov
Director Watkins, Director of SEL & Student Affairs & Bullying Point of Contact, greg.watkins@k12.dc.gov
Dean Sims, Dean & Title IX Coordinator keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov
Dr. Ballard, School Psychologist james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Frazier, 9th & 12th nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Sylvia, 10th & 11th crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Additional Title IX Resources

Click here for the complete SY22-23 Bell Schedule.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 16
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
SHADE PTO Advocacy Meeting - Zoom
Topic: SHADE PTO - Advocacy Meeting
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://famu.zoom.us/j/91720056518?pwd=WnpUcE9GUWN2Mm9RYTRLaFZhclliUT09

Meeting ID: 917 2005 6518
Passcode: 643786
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,91720056518# US (Chicago)
+16469313860,,91720056518# US
November 17
LUNCH
Student Task Force Meeting - Performance Hall
November 19
Senior Class Photos
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
GUMSHOE Tutoring - Duke Ellington School of the Arts
5:30 p.m.
Poor Man Rich Soul by Jimmy Jenkins - Main Theatre
Duke Ellington School of the Arts is officially a part of the District of Columbia Interscholastic Athletic
Association (DCIAA) for SY 22-23! We currently offer Indoor & Outdoor Track & Field. Track practice is
Monday through Friday at 7:00 AM. Student/Artist/Athletes must maintain a minimum G.P.A. of
3.0. Interested athletes can reach out to Coach Nelson at leonard.nelson@k12.dc.gov for more
information.

