Sunday, October 23, 2022

From the Principal's Desk
Dear Ellington Community,
I just wanted to take a moment to say thank you to everyone for Friday's Anti-Bullying
Assembly, "We Don't Do That Here!" DESA was chosen as the first DC school to premiere
this performance and the director had amazing things to say about our students and staff!
Last Thursday, we had a surprise assembly to celebrate Mr. Augins and his Black British
Theatre Lifetime Achievement Award. We love you, madly!
Next week, October 31 - November 4, is Amnesty Week, and Term 1 ends on November
7, so let's remember to keep up the good work, turn in any missing assignments, and reach
out to your teachers if you need support.
On October 26, the DESA Strings Ensemble is closing out Hispanic Heritage Month with a concert in the Performance
Hall at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at our Box Office.
AWARENESS DAY
Friday, October 28 (ALL DAY)
Ellington family, you are welcome to wear ANY of the following colors OR a combination of ALL OF THEM to promote
awareness and show solidarity respectfully:
Bullying Prevention & Awareness, Orange & Blue
ADHD Awareness, Orange & Purple
Breast Cancer Awareness, Pink
Domestic Violence Awareness, Purple

WELCOME BACK to Ellington, M.O.S.T., and W.I.S.E. Clubs!!!
Men Of Strength | Women Inspiring Strength & Empowerment
Lunch-time Sessions every Monday
Rooms 242 & 243
Pizza will be provided
For more information, please see Mr. Watkins.
GUMSHOE Tutoring (Math & Science)
Every Saturday
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (you are welcome to arrive at any time)
Snacks will be provided
For more information, please see Mr. Watkins.
Our monthly LSAT Meeting is on Monday, October 24 at 5:30 p.m. You can attend in person or virtually. Click here to
learn more about LSAT.
Next, the SHADE Monthly Meeting is on Wednesday, October 26, at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will be a hybrid session,
either in-person or via Zoom. More details are below.

SHADE Meeting Agenda:
1. DESA Administration Updates & Q&A
2. Dr. Ballard - Parent-Education Session (Helping our Artist-Scholars Thrive) - Sexual Relations: Remaining Healthy
through Awareness)
3. Committee updates

That's it for now! Thank you, and have a great week!
V/r,

Sandi M. Logan
Principal / Head of School

"We all have dreams. In order to make dreams come into reality,
it takes an awful lot of determination, dedication, self-discipline, and effort."

-Jesse Owens

DESA String Ensemble Concert
Wednesday, October 26, 2022

October 26, 2022, | 7:00 p.m. | Performance Hall
Calling all music lovers! The DESA String Ensemble is closing out Hispanic Heritage Month with a concert in
the Performance Hall at 7:00 p.m. They will be playing tango and other Latin-influenced music for the night. Tickets are
$5. We hope to see everyone there!
Purchase Tickets

Newspaper Club Fundraiser
October 28 & October 31

All proceeds will go to support the DESA student Newspaper Club. For questions or concerns, please email Ms. Francis
at suzette.Francis@k12.dc.gov.
Did you know the Newspaper Club just released its first issue of On the Bright Side? Use the QR code below to check it
out and read more about our student editors

The Ellington Fund Corner - Grant Updates
Dear Ellington Community,
We have more updates! We were awarded a $100,000 Computer Labs grant from the DC Commission of Arts and
Humanities! Thank you to Melvin Clay, Robin Harris, Marta Stewart, Penny Hollis, and Mike Easton for their help with the
application!
The Ellington Fund, the charitable arm of DESA, has started out this year with quite a bang! DESA has received its single
highest General Operating Support grant from the DC Commission on Arts and Humanities at $166,452, an increase of
over $33,000 from last year. Similarly, we saw an increase in our DCCAH Master Classes grant award from $18,000
to $27,000. But wait there's more! The Mayor's Office just awarded $20,000 to our Gender & Sexuality Alliance, up
from $12,500 last year. After last year's spectacular GSA activities, we can't wait to see what GSA Director Dana Nearing
is going to do this year!
We are also fortunate to be a beneficiary of two substantial legacy gifts from The Susan Ruth Campbell Estate and The
George Manos Trust. We very much appreciate the thoughtful planning of both Ms. Campbell and Mr. Manos. Their gifts
will have a lasting impact! We also want to thank, Alisa Rogers, for her generous gift and pledge in support of the Vocal
Music Department and the Show Choir.
 oes this mean that we can rest? No! We have a substantial gap to fill between what DCPS funds and the true cost of a
D
world-class arts education. Year-round, Ellington Fund board members are working in collaboration with DESA faculty and
staff, to secure funding from a variety of sources including government funding, private foundations, events, and
individuals, like yourselves. If you have ideas you would like to share, please contact me at jlbaker@ellingtonarts.org. If
you would like to donate, visit https://www.ellingtonschool.org/ellington-fund/.
Thank you for your commitment to DESA!
Jackie Love-Baker,
Development Director | DESA & Ellington Fund
Donate Today

Admin Reminders
Full Dress Code Policy
All cell phones and personal electronic devices must be silenced and cannot be visible during all instructional
periods from 8:30 a.m. to 4:55 p.m.
Full Cell Phone Policy
Please remember to email your student's early dismissal requests to the email below by 10 a.m. to receive a permit to
leave a pass for the day. if you are absent from school, to be excused parents/guardians must email; attendance@
ellingtonarts.org. The following reasons are classified as excused:
llness of the student (a doctor’s note is required for a student absent five or more cumulative days in a term);
Illness of a child, for parenting students (a doctor’s note for the student’s child is required when the student is absent
five or more cumulative days in a term);
Medical or dental appointments for the student;
Death in the student’s immediate family;
Exclusion by direction of the authorities of the District of Columbia, due to quarantine, contagious disease, infection,
infestation, or other condition requiring separation from other students for medical or health reasons;
Necessity for a student to attend a judicial or administrative proceeding, or court-ordered activity, as a party to the
action or under subpoena;

Observance of a religious holiday.
Religious event celebration outside of a religious holiday (up to five cumulative days);
Absences to allow students to visit their parent/guardian who is in the military, immediately before, during, or after
deployment.
College visits for students in grades 9-12 (up to three cumulative days);
School visits for students in kindergarten through 8th grade (one day);
Absences of expectant or parenting students for a time period specified by their doctor and any accommodations
mandated by law;
Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day; and
An emergency or other circumstance approved by DCPS.

Class of 2023 Senior Corner
Greetings Students, Parents, and Guardians of the Class of 2023!
We are coming to the end of our second full month of school together. Things have taken off quite nicely thus far.
Expectedly, we’ve experienced a couple of hiccups along the way, but the Senior Class remains fully supported. No stress,
no worries. Here’s a snapshot of some things that have happened within the last several weeks:
We’ve introduced an additional member to our Senior Advising Committee: Ms. Charise Shaw. She has agreed to
assume the leadership of our Fundraising initiatives and support in other areas, as needed.
We’ve secured dates for Senior Pictures: Saturday, Nov. 12 & Saturday, Nov. 19 @ Ellington. Stand by for more
details from Ms. Gabrielle Harper.
We’ve heard very well-written speeches from candidates running for Senior Class Council. Voting officially began
Friday. But due to the low voting percentage, we will extend voting until 5:00 p.m., Monday, October 24.
We’ve secured donations for the Senior Class totaling a little over $2,000.
We've officially launched free (GUMSHOE) tutoring in Math and Science for students who need assistance
every Saturday, 10 a.m.-12noon at Ellington.
We celebrated our Covenant Day where every senior and advisor autographed their name on the Class of 2023
Banner signifying our commitments to each other in making this an incredible year full of accomplishments,
accountability, fun, and fond memories together. Our banner will be mounted on display later this week.
We presented our Seniors with a bullying awareness and prevention production entitled, "WE DON'T DO THAT
HERE" to help us mitigate some of the less-than-positive behaviors we see weekly.
Our next Senior Class meeting will tentatively be Wednesday, Nov. 9 during lunch in the Performance Hall. Additionally,
we will schedule a meeting with Senior Class families to provide you with updates and answer any questions/concerns you
may have. This will likely be a virtual meeting. Please standby for a date and time. In the meantime, in between time,
THANK YOU for your trust in our leadership to effectively guide your children.
Love you madly,
Mr. Watkins
Director of Social-Emotional Learning and Student Affairs
2023 Lead Senior Class Advisor
Greg.Watkins@k12.dc.gov

Community Service Opportunity for Seniors

Please email Mr. Edge at stephen.edge@k12.dc.gov if you have any questions or concerns.

Poor Man Rich Soul is BACK!

Saturday, November 12, 2022, & Saturday, November 19, 2022, at
5:30 p.m.
 oor Man Rich Soul by Jimmy Jenkins is back with two more shows at Duke Ellington School of the Arts and we're
P
looking for 15 student understudies. We have spots for students to understudy each actor and Director Jimmy Jenkins
himself.
Click here for more information. Student tickets are $10 and must be purchased in person at the box office.
Everyone else can visit our box office here to purchase tickets online.
If you're interested in understudying, please reach out to Veronica Martin via email at vmartin@ellingtonarts.org.

Ellington Spotlight!!

Congratulations to the DESA Radical Elite Show Band for their lively
performance at the Howard Homecoming Parade on Saturday, October 22!!
We are Duke!!

See Ellington in the news or want to share your story?
Email tyhoyle@ellingtonarts.org

Amazing Opportunities for our Scholar-Artists

Herb Block saw education as the opportunity for a better life. In his will, he urged the creation of scholarships for postsecondary individuals with financial need. Established in 2005, The Herb Block Scholarship provides financial assistance
to high school graduates, community college students, and adult learners who wish to continue their studies at

Washington, D.C. area community colleges. The scholarship is “last dollar” valued at up to $8,000 per academic year not
to exceed $16,000 over the life of the scholarship

Apply here!

Dorrance Dance at the Strathmore
November 3 | 8:00 p.m.

Family Concert of JIC winners at Music Center at
Strathmore
October 30, 2022 | 3:00 p.m.
Location: Music Center at Strathmore
About the Concert: Three winners of the 2022 Johansen
International Competition for Young String Players
(ages 13-17) will play full concertos with the National
Philharmonic. Performers are Jinan Laurentia Woo, violin,
playing the Sibelius concerto; Emad Zolfaghari, viola,
playing the Bartok concerto; and Luka Coetzee, cello,
playing the Dvorak concerto; conductor, Rebecca Bryant
Novak.

Dorrance Dance “blast[s] open our notions of tap” —
expanding not only the possibilities of the genre but also
its audience. The critically acclaimed SOUNDspace
originally sought to explore the unique acoustics of New
York City's St. Mark's Church through the myriad sounds
and textures of the feet. To protect the wood floors of the
church, dancers used leather soles and wood taps in
exchange for aluminum taps, resulting in a deeper
exploration of the sounds of early tap
dancing. Experience SOUNDspace and discover what is
most beautiful and exceptional about tap dancing –
movement as music.
Here is the event
page: https://www.strathmore.org/what-son/in-the-music-center/dorrance-dance/
Tickets start at $38. Use promo
code DCTAP for $20 tickets.

Admission: Free with a "pay what you can" option, with
all proceeds going to support the production of the
concert. Tickets are available in advance or at the box
office. Reserve online at: fmmc.org/JIC

News from the Librarian

The Wellness Team!
Duke Ellington School of the Arts Student Referral for Mental Health and
Counseling Support at Ellington
Parents, teachers/staff members, and students can also complete a referral form to
connect students with mental health and counseling support at the school. There is
a student self-referral form and a student referral form for parents/staff to
complete.
Completed forms to desawellness@ellingtonarts.org.
There are hard copies of referral forms in the Student Support Center. Once referral
forms are received the team will connect the student to appropriate services.
Staff members providing mental health and counseling support
Peter Boccardi: 9th Grade Social Worker / 504 Coordinator, peter.boccardi@
k12.dc.gov
Nicole Frazier: 10th Grade Social Worker / 504 Coordinator, nicole.frazier@
k12.dc.gov

Crystal Sylvia: 11th and 12th Grade Social Worker, crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.
gov
Dr. Ballard: Part-time Psychologist, james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Additional Student Support Center Staff Members
Academic counselors:
Suwana Reavis: 9th and 10th Grades, suwana.reavis@k12.dc.gov
Larry Davis: 11th and 12th Grades, larry.davis4@k12.dc.gov

More Info

Student Resources for ReportingTitle IX
Issues and Concerns

It's important that all of us say something if we see something. Please remember that you can report any Title IX Sexual
Misconduct or Bullying/Harassment incident by name or anonymously through our school app. You can also report directly
to our Title IX Director, Mr. Hawkins at, arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com or our Title IX Coordinators, Director Hayden
at, donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov and Dean Sims at, keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov. 
On-Campus Supports
Mr. Hawkins, HR & Title IX Director arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com
Director Hayden, Director of Administrative Affairs & Title IX Coordinator donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov
Director Watkins, Director of SEL & Student Affairs & Bullying Point of Contact, greg.watkins@k12.dc.gov
Dean Sims, Dean & Title IX Coordinator keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov
Dr. Ballard, School Psychologist james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Frazier, 9th & 12th nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Sylvia, 10th & 11th crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Additional Title IX Resources

OSSE Enrollment Audit Preparation Underway!

It’s audit season and OSSE will conduct our SY22-23 Enrollment Audit in just a few
weeks. If you have been contacted already, thank you for helping me ensure that your
documents are audit-ready. If you have not been contacted, your documents are likely ready
for the audit. I say "likely" because this may change as we are still reviewing documents and
will be doing so all the way up until audit day.
If at any point you receive notification that your documents are not actually ready and
we need additional support from you, your prompt attention (within 24 hours) is
necessary and most appreciated. Immediately following the initial audit, we may be in touch again if your documents were
flagged by OSSE due to errors. We will have only a few days from that point to address these errors so we must move
swiftly.
Together, we will get through the 5th AND FINAL year of our 5-year, 100% Enrollment audit! Thank you in advance for
your support!
Mr. Nearing, Registrar
dana.nearing@k12.dc.gov

Click here for the complete SY22-23 Bell Schedule.

SAVE THE DATE

SHADE Monthly Meeting, October 26, 6:30 p.m.
( every 4th Wednesday)
In-Person OR Zoom
Topic: SHADE PTO - Monthly Membership Meeting
Time: Oct 26, 2022, 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://famu.zoom.us/j/92942826459?pwd=bWIxalU0Sk8ybUVqZUpTbnZZN3lZdz
09
Meeting ID: 929 4282 6459
Passcode: 163859
One tap mobile
+13092053325,,92942826459# US
+13126266799,,92942826459# US (Chicago)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Monthly: https://famu.zoom.us/meeting/tJYkc-ugrD0uH921uNZJkr04autmh3YXzSdf/ics?icsToken=
98tyKuCqpz8oEtaTtByORowQHY-ga_zzpiFbgvoPzQrLOQpYcFOiN_dWP7osKeDK
Join SHADE & Find Us @
https://www.shadepto.com/
Contact SHADE at –
General Inquiries: SHADE@ellingtonarts.com
Follow SHADE at –
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DESA.SHADE
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/desa.shade/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 24
M.O.S.T., and W.I.S.E. Clubs!!!
Men Of Strength | Women Inspiring Strength & Empowerment
Lunch-time Sessions every Monday - Rms. 242 & 243
5:30 p.m.
LSAT Meeting - In-Person or Virtual
October 26
6:30 p.m.
SHADE Meeting -In person or school Zoom
Meeting ID: 917 2005 6518
Passcode: 643786
7:00 p.m.
DESA String Ensemble Concert - Performance Hall
October 28
AWARENESS DAY
October 29
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m
GUMSHOE Tutoring (Math & Science) - Duke Ellington School of the Arts
Every Saturday
October 31- November 4
Amnesty Week
November 7
End of Term 1

November 7
No School (PD/Records Day/End of Term)
November 8
No school (ELECTION DAY!)
November 11
No School (Veterans Day)
Duke Ellington School of the Arts is officially a part of the District of Columbia Interscholastic Athletic Association (DCIAA)
for SY 22-23! We currently offer Indoor & Outdoor Track & Field. Track practice is Monday through Friday at 7:00 AM.
Student/Artist/Athletes must maintain a minimum G.P.A. of 3.0. Interested athletes can reach out to Coach Nelson
at leonard.nelson@k12.dc.gov for more information.

