Monday, September 19, 2022

From the Principal's Desk
Greetings Ellington Community!
I hope you all are doing well. I just wanted to say thank you to everyone who
made it out to our first in-person back-to-school night in two years! It is always
a pleasure to spend time with the families of our students. We can’t wait to see
you all for parent-teacher conferences in October.
Did you know September 15-October 15 is National Hispanic Heritage
Month? This month is to celebrate the achievements, histories, traditions, and
cultural diversity of Hispanic Americans whose heritage is rooted in 20 Latin
American countries. This year’s theme is Unidos: Inclusivity for a Stronger
Nation. This theme reinforces the need to ensure diverse voices and perspectives are welcomed in decisionmaking processes, thereby helping to build stronger communities and a stronger, more inclusive, society. In
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, Seniors in our Museum Studies Department are hosting a
screening of Disney and Pixar's "CoCo" this Wednesday. You can find more details below.
During Back-to-School Night, we emphasized our desire to fulfill our mission to inspire and nurture the next
generation of artists and global citizens. Each of us has a responsibility to keep Duke Ellington School of the
Arts a place of excellence and endless talent. Tomorrow we will send out our 2022-2023 Community
Handbook. We're asking that you review the handbook with your child this week. Once you have reviewed
and discussed the expectations of your child's behavior and academics/arts, you will be asked to sign and
complete an Ellington Parent Acknowledgement form.
ELLINGTON WEBSITE SURVEY
We are redesigning our 12-year-old website and want to hear your thoughts! Please click here to take our
short survey here.
LSAT MEETING
Ellington's first LSAT meeting for the 2022-2023 school year will take place on Monday, September 26, at
5:30 p.m. The meeting will be in-person in the White Library at Ellington. Or you can participate virtually using
this link. Meeting ID: 285 759 326 745. Passcode: SH54zD
Agenda:
I. Introductions
II. Discussion on Ellington's Comprehensive School Plan (CSP)
III. Set monthly LSAT meeting time
IV. Other
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
Thursday, October 6, 2022

That's it for now! Don't forget to check out the amazing opportunities below. Thank you, and have a great
week!
V/r,

Sandi M. Logan
Principal / Head of School

“It is not true that people stop pursuing dreams because they grow old,
they grow old because they stop pursuing dreams.”

- Gabriel García Márquez

Georgetown Art All Night
Friday, September 23, 2022

Georgetown Art All Night returns next Friday, September 23 from 5:30-10:30 p.m .along Wisconsin Avenue
from N Street to R Street. We are excited to be a part of this FREE community event hosted by Georgetown
Main Street. This is a fantastic opportunity to see three of our ensembles perform in one night!
Radical Elite
6:00-6:30 p.m. at the Georgetown Neighborhood Library (Art All Night Kick-Off)
Virtuosi String Quartet
7:20-7:45 p.m. at St. John's Episcopal Church
Jazz Combo
8:45-9:00 p.m. at Parking lot at TD Bank
We hope to see everyone there! You can view the full itinerary for the night here.

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month with 'Coco' on Wednesday,
September 21, 2022
In recognition of Hispanic Heritage Month, the Senior Class of the Museum Studies Department is
hosting a movie night!

Join us next Wednesday, September 21 at 5:30 p.m. for a screening of Disney Coco. Tickets are $5 for
students. Admissions price includes snacks.
Visit our Box Office

Admin Reminders
Please remember to email your student's early dismissal requests to the email below by 10 a.m. to receive a
permit to leave a pass for the day. if you are absent from school, to be excused parents/guardians must
email; attendance@ellingtonarts.org. The following reasons are classified as excused:
llness of the student (a doctor’s note is required for a student absent five or more cumulative days in a
term);
Illness of a child, for parenting students (a doctor’s note for the student’s child is required when the
student is absent five or more cumulative days in a term);
Medical or dental appointments for the student;
Death in the student’s immediate family;
Exclusion by direction of the authorities of the District of Columbia, due to quarantine, contagious
disease, infection, infestation, or other condition requiring separation from other students for medical or
health reasons;
Necessity for a student to attend a judicial or administrative proceeding, or court-ordered activity, as a
party to the action or under subpoena;
Observance of a religious holiday.
Religious event celebration outside of a religious holiday (up to five cumulative days);
Absences to allow students to visit their parent/guardian who is in the military, immediately before,
during, or after deployment.
College visits for students in grades 9-12 (up to three cumulative days);
School visits for students in kindergarten through 8th grade (one day);
Absences of expectant or parenting students for a time period specified by their doctor and any
accommodations mandated by law;
Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day; and
An emergency or other circumstance approved by DCPS.

Student Dress Code Policy
The following clothing items are not permitted in Ellington’s professional educational environment:
No bare midriffs or chest, halter tops, tank tops, backless tops, spaghetti straps, corsets, strapless tops,
lingerie, or beachwear.
No transparent or low-cut outfits.
No exposed undergarments. Appropriate undergarments must be worn throughout the entire school day.
No exceptionally tight clothing.
Any garments worn shorter than 4 ½ inches above the knee shall be conclusively deemed to be too
short.
Dresses or skirts with slits 4 ½ inches above the knee will not be permitted.
Distressed and ripped pants or shorts must have tights or shorts underneath to cover bare skin above
the level permitted for shorts and skirts.
No bandanas, baseball caps, bonnets, du-rags, scarves, or shower caps in the building at any time.
Head wraps are acceptable.
No combs in hair.

No clothing or accessories displaying slogans or logos referencing violence, alcohol, tobacco, drugs,
profanity, derogatory language, etc.
No heavy chains, wallet chains, jewelry with spikes or studs, or accessories with the intent of causing
offense or inciting violence or other prohibited behaviors.
Failure to adhere to the dress code may result in disciplinary action. You can read the full policy below.
Full Dress Code Policy

Student Cell Phone Policy
All cell phones and personal electronic devices must be silenced and cannot be visible during all
instructional periods from 8:30 a.m. to 4:55 p.m. Storage may be in a locker, backpack, pencil bag, etc.,
during classes. Teachers may allow cell phone usage in their classrooms to serve as an additional
technological resource for the academic lesson. Cell phones may be used on campus before the first bell, after
the last bell, and during lunch.
Electronic devices include but are not limited to:
 gaming systems,
 headphones/earbuds,
 Google glasses,
 and/or smart watches!
Full Cell Phone Policy

Join us for DC MUSIC SUMMIT October 14 -16, 2022

October 14–16, 2022 - Duke Ellington School of the Arts
Join us at for the 5th Annual 2022 DC MUSIC SUMMIT as we Present Foundation! 3 days of building
foundation and inspiration! The DC Music Summit (DCMS), an award-winning 501(c)(3) nonprofit, was
founded in 2016 by three Black women who love music, care about the D.C. community, and saw an
opportunity to highlight the link between creativity and entrepreneurship.
Are you interested in volunteering for DC Music Summit? From tech and production support, to social
media and graphic design, there are countless opportunities for students to get involved! Students can
also receive community services hours and gain real-world experience working this 3-day event. Signup here.
Please reach out to Moyo Ifafore, Student Volunteer Lead at moyo@dcmusicsummit.org, and Dior Ashley
Brown, Founder of DC Music Summit (DESA Alum) at dior@dcmusicsummit.org if you have any questions.
IMPORTANT:
This event is free for current Ellington students and parents and all Ellington faculty and staff but
registration is still required. Visit our box office for your specially priced tickets.
A signed permission slip from your parent or guardian will be required to attend this event. We will have
slips in the main office two weeks prior.

Learn More

Gender & Sexuality Alliance First Meet Up on September 22, 2022

Amazing Opportunities for our Scholar-Artists

Mikva Challenge DC is now accepting applications for our TWO unique citywide, civic engagement,
high school programs that provide an opportunity for DC students to elevate their voice in local decisionmaking with other youth changemakers while earning over 50+ community service hours and receiving a
stipend! We need your help in sharing these incredible opportunities with your students.
The Elections in Action Fellowship and the Citywide Student Voice Council are 8-month dynamic
leadership development experiences that develop youth to be empowered, informed, and active citizens who
will promote a just and equitable society. These Youth Councils will research solutions to address key local
issues through reading local and national case studies, speaking with experts, interviewing/surveying youth
residents across DC, and discussing their own personal testimonies. Applications are due on October
1st. Click the flyers to apply!

Students, Families, and Faculty are invited to attend
Teaching Africa Day (TAD) on September 24. Teaching
Africa Day is a day of fun and actively learning about the
massive continent of Africa, which is still too often
under/misrepresented at the early and elementary
levels. RSVP here.

Apply to Young Arts before October 14 Deadline!
Every year thousands of performing, visual, and literary artists aged 15-18 apply to YoungArts through our
national competition. Finalists attend National YoungArts Week to collaborate with peers and develop their
crafts with internationally recognized leaders in their fields. All award winners—including Finalist, Merit and
Honorable Mention award levels—receive mentorship and financial awards; gain access to a lifetime
of creative, professional development and funding opportunities; and become part of an uplifting, intergenerational community that helps artists connect, create and collaborate. Learn more here.
Start Your Application!

EARN COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS WITH THE
CITY AT PEACE
Located at Atlas Arts, City at Peace (CAP), is a youth development
program, which provides a safe, collaborative and nurturing space for
young people to examine systems of oppression that marginalize
based on race, gender, age, ethnicity, sexuality, and values. Rooted in
social justice, City at Peace uses performing arts as a learning tool to
develop skills in dance, theatre, voice, and stage production, as well as
skills in conflict resolution, personal storytelling, empathy,
understanding, and leadership. The program starts on September
26.
Learn More

Ellington Spotlight!!

Giselle Clovis, a senior in our Technical Design and Production Department, was featured in her very first
runway show for New York Fashion Week. Giselle designed and constructed two gowns for
the RISE Survivor Fashion Show at the Museum of Modern Art. The 2022 show helped shine a light on
sexual survivors’ rights, with a goal of celebrating all of those who advocate for survivors worldwide. Giselle's
designs (pictured above) were worn by Emmy-nominated actress Emily Calandrelli, and our DESA Alumni
Coordinator, Ajahmure Clovis (Theatre alum c/2002).

CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Charles Augins (DESA founding faculty
member, Dance Department Chair) who was recently nominated to
receive the Black British Theatre Lifetime Achievement Award (October
2022). This prestigious award honors Mr. Augins' significant contributions
to the British Theatre scene.

We're proud to announce that #EllingtonArts Dance senior, Matthew
Crittenden, won the 2022 Mayor’s Arts Award for Excellence in Performing
Arts this week! Not only did he win, but he was the youngest person
nominated for this category.
Congratulations Matthew, for breaking barriers with your artistic excellence!

CONGRATULATIONS to Ms. Tess
Ottinger (Vocal Music Department Faculty)
who has been selected as a qualifying Winner
for the Metropolitan Opera’s Eric and
Dominique Laffont Competition!
Learn More

CONGRATULATIONS to Ms. Kaia Calhoun (Theatre
Department Faculty) who's been selected to present to
40 directors and teachers in training at Shakespeare &
Company (Lenox, MA) for the upcoming 2022 Fall
Festival of Shakespeare.
Learn More

CONGRATULATIONS to our Spanish teacher, Mr. Joshua
Jenkins (DESA Instrumental Music alum c/2014) who has been
accepted into the Strathmore Artist-in-Residence Program! During
his residency, Mr. Jenkins will be commissioned to compose an
original musical work, conduct a workshop, and play several
performances at The Strathmore Mansion and The AMP by
Strathmore venues in Rockville, MD.
Mr. Jenkins’ first performance as an artist in residence will be
the 'Fresh AIR' concert, Wednesday, November 16, at 8:00 p.m.!

Purchase Tickets

CONGRATULATIONS to Ms. Lynné D. Gray (Instrumental & Vocal
Music Department Faculty) who is credited as composer and 1 of only 2
African American women composers in the newly published hymnal, Unite
Our Hearts, a song book with hymn text written by women. Unite Our
Hearts was published by Oregon Catholic Publications, one of the leading
publishing companies of Catholic liturgical music. Ms. Gray’s featured
piece is entitled, “Great God of Love”. For your chance to support this
book and our very own Ms. Gray, please visit https://www.ocp.org/enus/collections/dg/694/unite-our-hearts-hymn-texts-by-women

We are pleased to announcethat DESA alumni Sage
Dolan-Sandrino and Amiri Nash, are featured
in Growing Up, a new innovative hybrid docu-series that
explores the challenges, triumphs, and complexities of
adolescence through ten compelling coming-of-age
stories.
Amiri and Sage are two of the show's Heroes. Amiri Nash
is a poet, scholar, pianist, activist, and writer who, in his
episode, discusses growing up Black and queer. At 21,
Sage Dolan-Sandrino is already a media powerhouse,
having started her writing career at Teen Vogue as the magazine’s first trans youth journalist and becoming a
teen ambassador to the White House under President Barack Obama. You can watch Growing up on Disney
Plus!

Read Interview with Amiri Nash

See Ellington in the news or want to share your story?
Email tyhoyle@ellingtonarts.org

Welcome to Ellington Reads

Ellington Feminine Products Drive

Here's how you can help... We are asking students, staff, and families to donate menstrual products such as
tampons and maxi pads to help us provide for our students in need. You may drop off feminine products at the
school or subscribe through Amazon to have the products delivered to the school at 3500 R Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20007. Donations will be accepted in the main office on the first floor starting Monday,
September 12th. We thank you in advance for your support! For any inquiries, please
contact sanaa.stringfield@gmail.com

Welcome to our new Teachers, Admin,
Faculty, and Staff!
ADMIN:
Vernard “Kam” Howard, Director of Strategy & Logistics
Jamie Floyd, Assistant Principal
Greg Watkins, our new Director of Social/Emotional Learning & Student Affairs
Dion Davis, Dean of Students (working closely with Dean Sims)

ACADEMICS:
Peter Boccardi, 9th Grade Social Worker
Elie Matamba, Word Languages - French
Marco Brooks, Instructional Coach
Victor Ashira, Math
Sebastian Carias, Social Studies
Lauren Williams, Anatomy
SUPPORT STAFF
Trena Woods, Academic Administrative Support
WELCOME BACK TO ELLINGTON!
Ben Smith, Teacher/SPED Coordinator
Yura Schrieber, World Languages
Larry Davis, School Counselor
ARTS
Whitney Brown, Dance
Lesina Martin, Ethnic Dance Teacher
Elon Durant, Literary Media & Communications, Film & Literature Teacher
Alexander McSwain, Visual Arts
Patrick Lundy, Vocal Music Chair (Concert Choir Director & Theory Teacher)
Danielle McKay, Vocal Music, Technique Instructor & Female Ensemble Director
Koon Ee (Alex) Chan, Vocal Music
Katie DeBuys, Theatre
Ryan Fields, Theatre
Jacqueline Hammond, Theater
Michael Murray, Technical Design and Production
Alberto Segarra, Technical Design and Production
Mark Ricks, Technical Design and Production
Adarra Davis, Technical Design and Production
Theresa Christian, Technical Design and Production
Henry Joseph, Technical Design and Production
LaMarr Funn, Museum Studies
Barry Wilson, Museum Studies
Francesca Scott, Museum Studies

The Wellness Team!
Peter Boccardi, 9th Grade Social Worker/504 Coordinator
peter.boccardi@k12.dc.gov
Nicole Frazier, 10th grade School Social Worker/504 Coordinator/Homeless Liaison
nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov
Crystal Sylvia
11th and 12th Grade Social Worker, crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Dr. Ballard, Part-Time Psychologist, james.ballard@k12.dc.gov

 eyonna Sims, Dean
K
keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov
Duke Ellington School of the Arts Student Referral for Mental Health and Counseling Support at
Ellington
Parents, teachers/staff members, and students can complete a referral form to connect students with mental
health and counseling support at the school. There is a student self-referral form and a student referral
form for parents/staff to complete.
Completed forms to desawellness@ellingtonarts.org.
You can visit our website to read more about the different types of mental health and counseling support or
click here.

The Ellington Fund Corner

Donate Today!

Student Resources for ReportingTitle IX
Issues and Concerns

It's important that all of us say something if we see something. Please remember that you can report any Title
IX Sexual Misconduct or Bullying/Harassment incident by name or anonymously through our school app. You
can also report directly to our Title IX Director, Mr. Hawkins at, arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com or our Title IX
Coordinators, Director Hayden at, donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov and Dean Sims
at, keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov. 
On-Campus Supports
Mr. Hawkins, HR & Title IX Director arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com
Director Hayden, Director of Administrative Affairs & Title IX Coordinator donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov
Director Watkins, Director of SEL & Student Affairs & Bullying Point of Contact, greg.watkins@k12.dc.gov
Dean Sims, Dean & Title IX Coordinator keyonna.sims2@k12.dc.gov
Dr. Ballard, School Psychologist james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Frazier, 9th & 12th nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Sylvia, 10th & 11th crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Additional Title IX Resources

Counseling Reminders
For all scheduling changes:
9th &10th grade: suwana.reavis@k12.dc.gov
11th& 12th grade: larry.davis3@k12.dc.gov
For all scheduling questions or concerns:
donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov

Click here for the complete SY22-23 Bell Schedule.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 19 - 21
11:25-12:25 p.m.
Cheerleading Club Tryouts - The Black Box
September 21

11:25-12:25 p.m.
Photography Club Meeting - Rm 216
September 22
11:25-12:25 p.m.
GSA Club Meeting - G34
September 23
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Georgetown Art All Night
September 26
5:30 p.m.
LSAT Meeting - White Library
October 12
8:45 a.m.
SAT / PSAT DAY (Grades 9-12) - Duke Ellington School of the Arts

