Monday, May 30, 2022

College Signing Day on May 31, Vocal Music Opera Workshop on June 3 & 5,
Eye Shot DMV Premiere on June 4, Dance & Theatre Summer Intensives!

From the Principal's Desk
Greetings Ellington Community!
Happy Memorial Day! I hope you all are enjoying the nice weather and long weekend. I just
wanted to take a moment to pause and say how truly grateful I am for all of our students,
parents, educators, families, and the broader community.
The tragedy at Robb Elementary School last week was truly heartbreaking. Rest in Peace to
the 21 lives lost in Uvalde, Texas, to the 10 lives lost in Buffalo, NY, and the countless other
lives lost to gun violence, including those who will never make national news in our
community and across the nation. If you need someone to speak to, please remember that
our Wellness Team is available.
Thank you again to our Wellness Team for their extra support last week. On Tuesday, May 31, students can view the film In
and Out in the Performance Hall during lunch/advisory. Keep in mind that we'll be taking attendance for the screening.
Tuesday is also College Signing Day at Ellington! Families, please join us on the Front Lawn from 11:30-12:30 p.m. as we
congratulate the Class of 2022! Don't forget to come to school in your college swag so we can take pictures and celebrate.
On Friday, June 3, and Sunday, June 5, our Vocal Music Department presents "Una Notte di Mille Stelle"-A Night of a
Thousand Stars.” Then on Saturday, June 4, join us for the premiere of Eye Shot DMV, a new documentary on the DMV
music scene, directed by Ellington Arts alum Andre' Strong.
It's not too late to donate to the Toiletry Drive for the Hearts & Homes for Youth, and the Feminine Product Drive for
Ellington Students. You can drop off your donation items at the main office on the first floor. Please check the flyers below for
more details.
If you haven't already, don't forget to submit your enrollment packet as soon as possible!
Please note these important dates coming up:
June 3: Enrollment deadline for returning families. Must submit packet as soon as possible in order to secure your
students' spot for SY22-23.
June 13-17: Amnesty week for Grades 9-11
June 21-23: Finals for Grades 9-11
ATTENDANCE REMINDERS:
Parents and students, please remember to email excuse notes within 5 days of their absence. We will not be able to correct
any attendance records after June 30. PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT FAMILY EMERGENCIES ARE NOT A DCPS EXCUSED
ABSENCE!
The following reasons are classified as excused:
llness of the student (a doctor’s note is required for a student absent five or more cumulative days in a term);
Illness of a child, for parenting students (a doctor’s note for the student’s child is required when the student is absent
five or more cumulative days in a term);

Medical or dental appointments for the student;
Death in the student’s immediate family;
Exclusion by direction of the authorities of the District of Columbia, due to quarantine, contagious disease, infection,
infestation, or other condition requiring separation from other students for medical or health reasons;
Necessity for a student to attend a judicial or administrative proceeding, or court-ordered activity, as a party to the
action or under subpoena;
Observance of a religious holiday.
Religious event celebration outside of a religious holiday (up to five cumulative days);
Absences to allow students to visit their parent/guardian who is in the military, immediately before, during, or after
deployment.
College visits for students in grades 9-12 (up to three cumulative days);
School visits for students in kindergarten through 8th grade (one day);
Absences of expectant or parenting students for a time period specified by their doctor and any accommodations
mandated by law;
Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day; and
An emergency or other circumstance approved by DCPS.

That's it for now! Thank you for your attention to the details and opportunities for students below! Stay safe, and see you this
week!
V/r,

Principal Sandi M. Logan

"Miracles are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is written across the whole world in letters too large for some of us to see."

- C.S. Lewis

Important End-of-Year Dates for Seniors
May 31
COLLEGE SIGNING DAY, 11:30 -12:30 p.m.
We'll have snow cones, pizza, DJ Joe from WKYS 93.9, cold water and more!
May 31 - June 3
SENIOR AMNESTY WEEK
June 6 - 8
SENIOR FINALS
June 10
SENIOR GRADES ARE DUE. LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR SENIORS!
June 11
PROM, 8:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. at the Washington Hilton, 1919 Connecticut Avenue NW. Purchase Tickets here
June 13
CAP & GOWN DISTRIBUTION, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. in the Gallery
June 15
SENIOR AWARDS CEREMONY, 6:00 p.m.
June 15 & June 17
GRADUATION REHEARSAL
June 18
GRADUATION, 11:30 a.m. at DESA
Students will receive 5 tickets each. Children over 3 years old will be required to have a ticket.
CAP AND GOWN FEES: $75. Click here to pay

PLEASE NOTE: In order for seniors to be cleared for their commencement ceremonies, all student fees MUST be paid in
full. Please reach out to the Finance Department to check the status of your st fees: finance@ellingtonarts.org.
For more information, please contact your senior class advisors or Ms. Veronica Martin at veronica.martin@k12.dc.gov
and Mr. Nicolas Ojeda at nicolas.ojeda@k12.dc.gov

Submit Your Enrollment Packet ASAP
to Secure Your SY22-23 Seat!
Enrollment for returning families begins is now open and all packets must be
submitted before 6/3/2022 to hold your student’s seat! See below a bit of a quickreference guide with links and resources to help you get through enrollment.
Helpful Resources:
Review the Enrollment Prep Guide – This document provides further guidance to help
you navigate the virtual enrollment process and residency verification (if applicable)
Here is the online enrollment packet! Reminder, before hitting the submit button, be sure
to upload your proof of DC residency (if applicable) and the student’s proof of birth (if they
are not coming from another DCPS school). Ensure that all documents are in PDF
format.
A recording of the enrollment trainings from 4/1 can be found here. Here is the link to
the PP presentation.
Health Documentation: While not required for enrollment specifically, they are required by
DCPS. Please be sure we have updated health/immunization records and dental forms
ASAP, definitely before school begins. Those forms can be emailed directly
to dukeellingtonenroll@k12.dc.gov and copy delphenia.james.chn@k12.dc.gov

Ellington Spotlight
The Dance Department's Spring Showcase last week had amazing
reviews from the community!
Check out these words from a former Ellington Arts faculty member,
"Thank you to all of you for bringing back the joy of Dance in a live
theater performance as we slowly climb out of this pandemic. As
Dance educators, choreographers & professional artists of Dance, I
felt your passion for Dance was in the house at the Sunday Matinee
with the Spirit of Baba Melvin [Deal], and I felt like Mike Malone was
in the theater as well. From one generation to the next, Mike and
Peggy's dream continues to flourish."
See Ellington in the news or want to share your story? Email us at communications@ellingtonarts.org

Upcoming Events @ DESA

Friday, June 3 at 7:30 p.m. & Sunday, June 5 at 4:00 p.m. | Ellington Theatre
Join the Vocal Music Department in our annual Opera Workshop production. For lovers of musical theater, we've included
several great pieces for you as well. Come explore great stage music with us in "Una Notte di Mille Stelle"-A Night of a
Thousand Stars! Our Opera Workshop is sponsored by the Casey Endowment Fund and will feature Alyssa
Richardson, winner of the 2021-22 Virginia Williams Opera Prize, and Johanna Engman, last year's winner.
Visit our box office to purchase tickets! $25 for adults and $5 for students.

Saturday, June 4. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. & the Screening starts at 5:00 p.m. | Performance Hall
Directed and Produced by Ellington Alumni Andre' Strong, EyeShot Networks Presents Eye Shot DMV, episode 2 of their
Hip Hop Docuseries highlighting the underground music scene in the Washington, DC area! Eye Shot DMV shines a light on
some of DC's most beloved musicians and their influence on culture in DC and beyond. Click the link below to purchase your
tickets and join us for this historical premiere.

Visit our Box Office!

Admin Team Updates & Reminders
Passes to the Nurse/Health Suite: During Academic and Arts class time, students must have a pass from their
teacher to see the nurse.
Bell Schedule: The adjusted bell schedule will allow 40 minutes for each Lunch/Advisory on Tuesday-Friday.
Dress Code: It is important that all students comply with the dress code in order to maintain a professional and
educational environment at all times.
Lunch Deliveries: Students cannot order food to be delivered to the school during normal school hours. 8:30 a.m. to
4:55 p.m. Food delivered to the school during this time will be confiscated.
Senior Off-Campus Lunch: New schedule is Tuesday-Friday. Parent permission is required.
Snack Selling is Prohibited: students are not permitted to bring snacks to sell on campus for personal or for
fundraising purposes.
Students, please remember that attendance is taken during Advisory. Please be advised that the DCPS
robocall is activated with only 1 missed class.
Absences: Please remember if you are absent from school, to be excused parents/guardians must
email; attendance@ellingtonarts.org.

Spring Staffing Updates
Our Director of Operations Jevelle Branch is no longer at Ellington. She worked at Ellington Art for almost 5 years and will be
greatly missed.
We recently bid a fond farewell to Mr. Rod Little. He served as the Ellington Visual Arts Department Chair and is a beloved
Ellington alumn. We know that he will be truly missed by the Ellington community. We wish him the best of luck in his next
role!
Please join us in welcoming our new staff members to the Ellington community!
Mr. Sebastian Carias, AP Government, and DC History
Mr. Derrick Horton, Visual Arts Department
Ms. Ajahmure Clovis, Alumni Coordinator
Ms. Keyonna Sims, Dean of Students
Ms. Sabrina Smith, In-School Support Specialist
Mr. Elie Matamba, World Language Sub (Ms. Schreiber Class)
Ms. April Coleman, Substitute Teacher

The GSA Presents: DESA Pride Week!
June 5 - June 11

SHADE PTO Officer and
Local School Advisory Team (LSAT) Nominations

We would love to have you on our team to support ALL DEPARTMENTS!
Nominate yourself or another consenting parent/guardian here:
https://bit.ly/22-23_SHADEPTO-LSAT_NominationForm

SHADE Monthly Meeting – NEW DATE
June 15 @ 6:00 p.m.
(In-Person & Zoom)
The regularly scheduled meeting has been postponed to allow time for nominations for the Local School Advisory Team
(LSAT) & SHADE Officers. Please use the link above.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82151863853?pwd=RXdzaXJnaWdqTTgrQUNGamFzdzZZUT09
Meeting ID: 821 5186 3853
Passcode: 893748
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/tZYscuigqDgiH9eQzVXjcwdIHEwjRdDP9yBb/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGqrz4rEtKWuByERpwQBY_4d_
zwpnZHgvpYrQXTOypQdQffHsdVOIB7NOiJ
Join SHADE & Find Us @
https://www.shadepto.com/
Contact SHADE at –
General Inquiries: SHADE@ellingtonarts.com
Follow SHADE at –
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DESA.SHADE
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/desa.shade/

2022 Summer Intensives! Apply Today!

If you want to make a difference in the world and have a lot of fun while doing it, Duke Ellington's two-week theatre camp is
for you! For the past 50 years, Duke Ellington School of the Arts has been preparing young actors for careers in the arts.
Young theatre-makers study:
acting
improvisation
songwriting
comedy
voice
playwriting
makeup
and more!
You’ll receive guidance from professional actors and directors working in television, theatre, and film, and you’ll create and
perform an original play about a social issue you care about.
What makes Ellington’s camp unique is our family atmosphere, our high-quality theatre training, and our commitment to
empowering kids to use theatre for social change.
Register Today!

This Dance intensive provides unparalleled technical training for beginning, intermediate and advanced students. Join us this
summer to learn from our renowned dance faculty and distinguished special guests and choreographers!
$400 Session 1 July 5 - July 15 or $400 Session II July 18- July 29.
*4-week session for $700.00
*Full payment for intensive due by July 5, 2022. Click here to pay.
To register send an email to: desa.dance@ellingtonarts
*Subject line should read: Summer Intensive 2022
Secure Your Spot!

Ellington Arts Spring Donation Drives!!
Duke Ellington School of the Arts is pleased to announce the Feminine
Products Drive to provide free tampons and maxi pads to students.

Feminine products will be placed in Women's, Staff, and Gender-Neutral
Restrooms!
Here's how you can help: We are asking students, staff, and families to
donate menstrual products such as tampons and maxi pads to help us
provide for our students in need. You may drop off feminine products at the
school or subscribe through Amazon to have the products delivered to the
school at 3500 R Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007. Donations will be
accepted in the main office on the first floor starting Monday, May
23. We thank you in advance for your support!
For any inquiries, please contact sanaa.stringfield@gmail.com
and/or aniyamatthews2005@gmail.com

Hello Ellington family! My name is Jayla Hunter, a junior in the
Theatre Department. I am collecting Toiletry donations for Hearts &
Home for Youth, a nonprofit organization dedicated to empowering youth
who have experienced abuse, neglect, mental health issues, homelessness,
and other trauma, to make positive life choices and build brighter futures.
They have many different programs: group homes, therapeutic group
homes, foster care, independent living, a program for pregnant and
parenting teen mothers, and a workforce readiness program.
I am collecting toothpaste, soap, socks, diapers, and more. Students can
bring donations to the school and place them in a box in the main office or
check with their teacher for extra credit.
If you would like to give monetary gifts, please click here to donate.

The Ellington Fund Corner

Donate Today!

School-Based COVID-19 Testing Information and Opt-Out Form
Asymptomatic testing will take place every Wednesday for students at 1:30 p.m. in room 140.
For School Year 21-22, DCPS will continue to provide COVID-19 testing for all students. Click the orange
button to view all the testing programs that will be offered to students. Click here for the Opt-Out form.

Student-Based COVID-19 Testing Info

Student Resources for Reporting Title IX
Issues and Concerns
It's important all of us say something if we see something. Please remember that you can report by name or anonymously
through our school app any Title IX Sexual Misconduct or Bullying/Harassment incident. You can also report directly to our
Title IX Director, Mr. Hawkins at, arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com or our Title IX Coordinator, Director Hayden
at, donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov.
On-Campus Supports
Mr. Hawkins, Title IX Director arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com
Ms. Hayden, Title IX Coordinator donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov
Dr. Ballard, School Psychologist james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Frazier, 9th & 12th nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov

Ms. Sylvia, 10th & 11th crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Waters, Md. Family Resources, Inc swaters@mfrinconline.com
Additional Title IX Resources

Counseling Reminders!
In-person conferences are available by appointment only. If a face-to-face meeting is necessary, Counselors will schedule
appointments and email teacher for notification of time.
9th/10th Grade email Mr. Mathis at Marquis.mathis@k12.dc.gov
11th/12th Grade email Mrs. Reavis at Suwana.reavis@k12.dc.gov

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 31
11:30 - 12:30 p.m.
College Signing Day - Front Lawn
4:45 - 6:45 p.m.
After School Math & ELA Tutoring w/ Mr. Ashaira & Mr. Verlich - Virtual
June 1
4:45 - 6:45 p.m.
After School Math & ELA Tutoring w/ Mr. Ashaira & Mr. Verlich - Virtual
June 3
7:30 p.m.
Vocal Music Opera Workshop - Main Theatre
June 4
4:30 p.m.
Eye Shot DMV Movie Screening - Performance Hall
June 5
4:00 p.m.
Vocal Music Opera Workshop - Main Theatre

