Tuesday, March 29, 2022

New Staff Updates, GSA Speaker Series on Weds. Upcoming Events
& Senior Art Fees Due May 1!
From the Principal's Desk
Dear Ellington Community,
I hope you all are doing well and enjoyed your weekend! Congratulations to
our Dance seniors and Vocal Music freshmen for their amazing performances last Friday
(Dance Senior Showcase and the Freshman Songfest)!
As the end of Term 3 approaches, it's important to keep up with your schoolwork. We're
also approaching testing and performance season, and we want you each to finish the
Term off strong.
Please note these important dates coming up:
April 4 - April 8 - Amnesty week
April 7 - Mandatory Enrollment Session (Virtual)
April 18 - Term 3 ends
May 1 - Senior's final art fee payment due (Read more in Senior Section further down)
We're excited to announce, The Gender & Sexuality Alliance Club will host Part 1 of the GSA Speaker Series on
Wednesday morning at 9:45 a.m. in the Main Theatre.
The flyer is below with additional details. Friday is Class Fun Day aka Field Day. We will celebrate during both lunch
periods, so be prepared to rep your class colors and show your school spirit! Later in the day, our Instrumental and Vocal
Music students will perform in the Performance Hall for their Senior Recital. Good luck!
Don't forget to mark your calendars for the Theatre Spring show, 12 Angry Jurors, which opens on April 7, and the Visual
Arts Student Exhibition opening on April 8. Stay tuned for more details.
We have several exciting updates from the DESA community! You can check them out in the Ellington Spotlight section
below. Please keep sharing your updates with us, we love hearing all the good news.
That's it for now! Thank you for your attention to the details below! Stay safe, and have a great week!
V/r,

Principal Sandi M. Logan

"Don’t wait around for other people to be happy for you. Any happiness you get you’ve got to make yourself."

- Alice Walker

Upcoming Events!!

Ellington Spotlight

Congratulations to Vocal Music senior, Jordyn Jones
for receiving her golden ticket to Hollywood and
making it to the next round of auditions for American
Idol!

Congratulations to Theatre students Lila Kay, Ari
Jackson, Sydney Downs, Rainah Taylor, N'Dea Banks
Mackey, and Autumn Whetstone for being accepted
into the British America Drama
Academy's (BADA) Midsummer
Conservatory program in Oxford, England! The
Midsummer Conservatory Program is
an intensive three-week program of Acting and
Shakespeare Cultural Studies.

Two of our Vocal Music students, Ella Hinds and Christian Blair will star in Elton Jon and Tim Rice's AIDA on Sunday,
April 3, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. Based on the opera by Giuseppe Verdi, Elton John and Tim Rice's AIDA is a timeless love
story, featuring an award-winning pop/rock score from the seasoned pop duo who brought musical life to Disney’s The Lion
King. Rousing rock numbers, heart-wrenching ballads, and inspirational choral numbers bring the ill-fated lovers into a new
era.
Ella will play Aida, and Christian will play Mereb. Don't miss out on this performance by the Young Artists of America!
Purchase Tickets

Congratulations to DESA Instrumental Music alum James Jeter for his work on Ralph
Lauren's latest HBCU collection with Morehouse and Spelman. James Jeter is a design director
with Ralph Lauren and Morehouse graduate who helped Ralph Lauren understand the fashion
history of HBCUs.
According to the Washington Post, "Jeter is one of the New York-based company’s design
directors, and he’s spent the entirety of his professional career at the brand, starting when he was
a stylish, Black teenager obsessed with the company’s aesthetic and working on the sales floor at
a Rugby Ralph Lauren shop in the Georgetown neighborhood of Washington."
Read More

Congratulations to DESA Visual Arts alum Stanley
Squirewell, on his latest exhibition at Claire Oliver
Gallery in Harlem, NY. The exhibit, "Who That is?"
debuted last Friday and is on view from March 25 May 27, 2022.

ALL ARTS will present a sonic opera exploring the
Black experience of slavery from DESA Theatre alum
Jonathan McCrory this spring. The Roll Call: The
Roots to Strange Fruit premieres April 3 as part
of ALL ARTS Artist in Residence series.

“As a child of the hip hop era, born in the 70s,
growing up in the 80s and 90s, I look at my work as
almost remixing, crate-digging, but my crates are
museums, private collections, and historical
narratives,” states Squirewell in Harlem World
Magazine.

McCory is an Obie Award winner and the Executive
Artistic Director of the National Black Theatre. His
new film draws on historical documents from 1619
through abolition to explore the Black experience of
slavery.
Watch Trailer

Read More

Please congratulate Zerabruck Haile and Taylor Banks for their eloquent recitation of
Black poetry! Zerabruck and Taylor were recently featured in the Georgetown Public
Library's "I Dream a World: A Community Celebration of Black Poetry" for Black History
Month this year.

Watch Video

See Ellington in the news or want to share your story? Email us at communications@ellingtonarts.org

Spring Staffing Updates
Please join us in welcoming our new staff members to the Ellington community!
Ms. Keyonna Sims, Dean of Students
Ms. Sabrina Smith, In-School Support Specialist
Mr. Elie Matamba, World Language Sub (Ms. Schreiber Class)
Ms. Rachel Connley, Substitute Teacher
Ms. April Coleman, Substitute Teacher

Admin Team Updates & Reminders
Passes to the Nurse/Health Suite: During Academic and Arts class time, students must have a pass from their
teacher to see the nurse.
Bell Schedule: The adjusted bell schedule will allow 40 minutes for each Lunch/Advisory on Tuesday-Friday.
Dress Code: It is important that all students comply with the dress code in order to maintain a professional and
educational environment at all times.
Lunch Deliveries: Students cannot order food to be delivered to the school during normal school hours. 8:30 a.m.
to 4:55 p.m. Food delivered to the school during this time will be confiscated.
Senior Off-Campus Lunch: New schedule is Tuesday-Friday. Parent permission is required.
Snack Selling is Prohibited: students are not permitted to bring snacks to sell on campus for personal or for
fundraising purposes.
Students, please remember that attendance is taken during Advisory. Please be advised that the DCPS
robocall is activated with only 1 missed class.
Absences: Please remember if you are absent from school, to be excused parents/guardians must
email; attendance@ellingtonarts.org.

Gender & Sexuality Speaker Series
Part 1

The GSA is proud to announce Part 1 of the GSA Speaker Series starts this week! Please join us as we welcome our
speakers, Adalphie Johnson-Wilhite and her daughter, Imani Johnson (DESA Dance alum, 2015,) on Wednesday, March
30 at 9:45 a.m. Please click the flyer to learn more about Rev. Adalphie Johnson-Wilhite and Imani Johnson!
Sincerely,
Mr. Nearing
Registrar | Gender & Sexuality Alliance Advisor

Young Master Writers Competition
Application Due March 31
Inspired by the extraordinary talents of youth in the DC Metro area,
the Capital City (DC) Chapter of The Links, Inc announces its Young
Master Writers Competition.
The competition is open to high school students (Grades 9 - 12) who have
an interest in poetry and/or prose on any subject of their choice.
Submissions will be judged by a panel of professional writers. Finalists will
receive a monetary prize and their submissions will be entered into
a National Young Masters Writers competition sponsored by The Links, Incorporated for additional prizes. Submissions
can be e-mailed to youngmasterwriters@gmail.com. If you have any questions, please contact Director Watkins
at greg.watkins@k12.dc.gov
Grand Prize $500 | Second Prize $300 | Third Prize $200

Read More

Free Performance for
DESA Students on April 2-3
Often known as a Requiem for the living, Brahms’
masterpiece has touched concertgoers for over 150 years.
In Comfort and Embrace, The Thirteen remakes this
beloved work in a fully staged theatrical production that is
designed to move each and every member of our audience.
 his production will feature the audience interspersed among
T
the performers, creating a new relationship between our
audience, our musicians, and this touching work. The
Thirteen will perform this work with its original and intimate
orchestration – piano four hands – with the exceptional
pianist's Derrick Goff and Rachelle Jonck.
This program is made possible by an anonymous donor and
is funded in part by the Capitol Hill Community Foundation
and is supported in part by the Maryland State Arts Council (msac.org).
DESA students are allowed to attend at no cost. All you need to do is show up for either performance and give the front
desk folks your name and school. If you have any questions, please contact Director Watkins
at greg.watkins@k12.dc.gov

"COVID-19 News You Can Use"
Updates for Students & Families

DCPS Update on Mask Policy
March 2022
* This message was sent by Chancellor Ferebee on March 11, 2022.
Consistent with this guidance and the current low levels in the District, starting Wednesday, March 16, masks will be
optional for students, staff, and visitors in DC Public Schools, DCPS offices, and on OSSE-DOT transportation. This policy
will apply to all school-related activities.
As we make this transition to optional mask-wearing at school, here are five important things to know.

1. DCPS will foster an environment where all students and staff, whether they choose to wear a mask or not, feel
respected.
2. Our layered mitigation strategy remains in effect, including asymptomatic testing.
3. The isolation (should you test positive) and quarantine (should you be determined a close contact) time periods are
now adjusted.
4. We will continue to notify the community of positive reported cases at school and provide instructions to individuals
identified as close contacts.
5. We know that getting the COVID-19 vaccine is the best way to protect yourself and others.
Additional DCPS COVID-19 Guidelines

School-Based COVID-19 Testing Information and Opt-Out Form
Asymptomatic testing will take place every Wednesday for students at 1:30 p.m. in room 140.
For School Year 21-22, DCPS will continue to provide COVID-19 testing for all students. Here are the
testing programs that will be offered to students:
• 20% Testing Mandate Still in Effect: The DC “Protecting Our Children” Emergency Amendment
Act currently requires that schools test 20% of enrolled students, weekly. If this mandate changes,
we will alert parents of any adjustments. Those who had COVID-19 in the past 90 days are currently
discouraged from participating in asymptomatic testing.
• Weekly Asymptomatic PCR Testing: No individual, regardless of age or grade level should participate in PCR testing
for 90 days after a positive COVID-19 infection. If they do participate and receive a positive PCR, DCPS will need to
submit a consult to DC Health to determine if it is remnants of the prior infection or a new infection. The individual will need
to isolate until DC Health makes their determination.
• Close contact testing: If the student is identified as a close contact of an individual who has COVID-19 in the school
setting, they would be eligible for COVID-19 testing after the exposure.
• Symptomatic testing: The student will complete a COVID-19 test if they develop symptoms of COVID-19 at school.
• Parent/Family Communication: If you’re having an issue obtaining test results, you should call the Support Line at 833762-0762.
Click here for the Opt-Out form.

Student Resources for ReportingTitle IX
Issues and Concerns
It's important all of us say something if we see something. Please remember that you can report by name or anonymously
through our school app any Title IX Sexual Misconduct or Bullying/Harassment incident. You can also report directly to Mr.
Hawkins at, arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com or Director Hayden at, donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov.

On-Campus Supports
Dr. Ballard, School Psychologist james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Frazier, 9th & 12th nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Sylvia, 10th & 11th crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Waters, Md. Family Resources, Inc swaters@mfrinconline.com
Ms. Hayden, Title IX Coordinator donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov
Mr. Hawkins, Title IX Director arnold@jlm-hrconsulting.com

Additional Title IX Resources

Counseling Reminders!
In-person conferences are available by appointment only. If a face-to-face meeting is necessary, Counselors will schedule
appointments and email teacher for notification of time.
9th/10th Grade email Mr. Mathis at Marquis.mathis@k12.dc.gov
11th/12th Grade email Mrs. Reavis at Suwana.reavis@k12.dc.gov

Final Art Fee Payment
Due by May 1
Seniors, your final art fee payment is due by May 1, 2022. The Finance Team will be sending
invoices to all students who have an outstanding balance.
PLEASE NOTE: In order for seniors to be cleared for their commencement ceremonies, all arts
fees MUST be paid in full. Please reach out to the Finance Department to check the status of your
art fees: finance@ellingtonarts.org.

The Thomas-Young Scholarship
Apply by April 15
The Thomas-Young Scholarship Fund, established in 1982 and chartered
as a non-profit organization in 1985, was named in memory of the organizers
of the chapter and memorializes all its deceased members. The fund provides
resources and annual scholarships to graduates of District of Columbia
Public Schools (DCPS) who demonstrate a significant need.
Scholarship Award:
Students with a continuous full-time enrollment and satisfactory academic
performance will receive $2,000 a year over a period of 4 years.

Apply Now

2022 Graduation Window & Ceremony Date
We are thrilled to announce the Senior Graduation Date is Saturday, June 18, 2022. Please note that the time is subject
to change. The final graduation schedule and additional information on the number of guests, faculty, and run-of-show will
be shared once we have more information.
Additional important dates below:

SHADE Monthly Meetings

SHADE Monthly Meeting
April 6 @ 8 PM
(1 st Wednesdays)
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82151863853?pwd=RXdzaXJnaWdqTTgrQUNGamFzdzZZUT09#success
Meeting ID: 821 5186 3853
Passcode: 893748
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.
Monthly:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZYscuigqDgiH9eQzVXjcwdIHEwjRdDP9yBb/ics?icsToken=
98tyKuGqrz4rEtKWuByERpwQBY_4d_zwpnZHgvpYrQXTOypQdQffHsdVOIB7NOiJ
Join SHADE &amp; Find Us @

https://www.shadepto.com/
Contact SHADE at –
 General Inquiries: SHADE@ellingtonarts.com
Follow SHADE at –
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DESA.SHADE
 Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/desa.shade/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 29
4:45 – 6:45 p.m.
After School Virtual Math & ELA Tutoring (Mr. Ashaira & Verlich) - Virtual
March 30
9:45 – 11:15 a.m
GSA Speaker Series: Part 1
March 31
4:45 – 6:45 p.m.
After School Virtual Math & ELA Tutoring (Mr. Ashaira & Verlich) - Virtual
April 1
Class Fun Day - Lunch
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Instrumental Music and Vocal Music Senior Recital - Performance Hall

Click above to visit the Arts! Museum!

