Sunday, November 28, 2021

Winter Performances & SHADE Monthly Parent
Meeting &
SAKS 5th Avenue Fundraiser!

From the Principal's Desk
Dear Ellington Community,
We hope you had a wonderful long Thanksgiving
Break with your family and loved ones. For those who
celebrate, we wish you a Happy Hanukkah! I hope to
see parents and guardians at this Wednesday's
SHADE meeting.
Additionally, I wanted to share with you the Official
Statement that will be released shortly regarding the
Chappelle Theatre Naming and his impromptu visit
last week.
Official Statement - Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021

Recently, Dave Chappelle, via his Instagram page, challenged those who both
support and oppose the decision to name the theatre at Duke Ellington School of
the Arts after him through a fundraising contest. While we appreciate Dave’s
impromptu and spirited fundraising initiative, we stand behind our decision to honor
the wishes of our co-founder, the late Peggy Cooper Cafritz, to name the theatre
after Chappelle. All donations will go towards arts programming and every donor,
irrespective of their support or opposition to the theater naming, will receive an
official thank you from our team.
Chappelle cares deeply about Ellington and its students and regards them as family.
He made an unannounced visit before the Thanksgiving break to meet with his
Ellington family and to hear directly from the few students who have concerns about
his recent comedy special, “The Closer.” He also wanted to directly express support
for their safety in light of some disturbing online comments targeting the Ellington
community.
While there has been extensive media coverage about the theatre naming and
Chappelle’s most recent visit to the school, the source stories that have gone viral
have been inaccurate, devoid of context, and neglected to include the nuances of
art.
As an art institution, we educate our students on the importance of media literacy
and art as a free and open form of expression to both reflect and challenge society.
Although it appears that the clear majority of students at Ellington favor naming the
theater for Dave Chappelle, we are seizing this moment to demonstrate the
importance of carefully listening to every voice within our diverse and inclusive
community. Our purpose is not to form a uniformity of viewpoints, but to help instill
genuine, respectful curiosity in perspectives that challenge one’s own. The debates
among some Ellington students largely mirror those that exist across Washington,
D.C., and the country as a whole. The varying viewpoints expressed by students
reflect differences of opinion across a wide variety of socioeconomic factors,
including class, race, and gender expression.
Ellington’s mission is to nurture and develop artist citizens. In light of this, Ellington
has expanded its social studies curriculum to respond to the ever-changing social
climate and relies heavily on our ability to incorporate real-life experiences into
teachable moments.
*******

Friendly reminder to check out our Sak's 5th Avenue Holiday Fundraiser
Catalog! 100% of the ticket sales go to Ellington, so share the good news.
Please note these important reminders from our admin team:
Passes to the Nurse/Health Suite: During Academic and Arts class time, students
must have a pass from their teacher to see the nurse.
Dress Code: It is important that all students comply with the dress code in order to
maintain a professional and educational environment at all times.
Lunch Deliveries: Students cannot order food to be delivered to the school during
normal school hours. 8:30 am to 4:55 pm. Food delivered to the school during this
time will be confiscated.
Snack Selling is Prohibited: students are not permitted to bring snacks to sell on
campus for personal or for fundraising purposes.
Students, please remember that attendance is taken during Advisory. Please
be advised that the DCPS robocall is activated with only 1 missed class.
See you tomorrow!
V/r,

Principal Sandi M. Logan
"There are a thousand reasons to live this life, every one of them is sufficient."

- Marilynne Robinson, Gilead (2004)

School-wide Fundraiser this Sunday, Dec. 5th!

Click here for tickets. See you there!

REMINDER: Water Fountain Use is
Permitted at School
After consultation with DC Health, and in collaboration
with the Department of General Services (DGS), DCPS
will turn water fountains back on in all schools. This
process will take place over the next month and follow a schedule that prioritizes our
largest schools first. Although the fountains were turned off at the beginning of the
pandemic, filters were changed, and water was routinely tested. As fountains are turned
back on, fountains will be flushed twice (first by the plumber and then the custodial team)
prior to use. School custodial teams will also include water fountains in their enhanced
cleaning routines in alignment with DC Health guidance. As school communities adjust to
using the water fountains again, we encourage students and staff to bring a reusable
water bottle to school to stay hydrated throughout the day.

More Study Abroad Opportunities!
Interested in studying abroad? Check out these programs!
For questions, contact the AFS-USA Coordinator, Sonja
Watlti at sonjawalti00@gmail.com.
These are fully funded programs with deadlines coming up
soon. So long as students qualify age-wise, they can also
serve as a gap year opportunity:
Congress Bundestag Youth Exchange (CBYX):
Applications are due on December 1, 2021, https://usagermanyscholarship.org/
apply/?state=District%20of%20Columbia
Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study program: Applications are due
on December 8, 2021, https://yes-abroad.org/
And the following link takes you to AFS' core study abroad opportunities. While not fully
funded, scholarships are still available at this time of the year:
AFS Study Abroad: https://www.afsusa.org/study-abroad/

Need Community Service Hours?
Lead your community in making a difference, get valuable leadership experience, and
earn meaningful volunteer hours. Join fellow ambassadors in supporting one another to
advocate for breast cancer research.
Get More Than Just Volunteer Hours
Side-Out Ambassadors are high school and college students who want to impact their
community, become a voice for the underserved, and earn community service hours that
matter.
Click here to learn more about Sideout Foundation.

The Theatre Department Senior Showcase

"They Keep Comin'" is a showcase of scenes, musical numbers, and monologues that
explore what it means to be an artist/activist today. The youth stands on the shoulders of
influential artists, activists, and ancestors that inspired them, and the Class of 2022 is
ready to take the baton!
To purchase tickets, please click here.

Vocal Music Department Presents
"Seasonal Sampler"

To purchase tickets from the Ellington Box Office, click here.

Student Resources for Reporting Title IX
Issues and Concerns
During Friday's Professional Development for Ellington Staff, our Title IX Investigator, Mr.
Arnold Hawkins, and Title IX Coordinator and Director Donna Hayden, shared a few
updates:
Please see the presentation prepared by Mr. Hawkins. Director Hayden shared an
update that 6 reports of Title IX concerns have been reported this year, and so far, 5 have
been resolved. It's important all of us say something if we see something. Lastly, please
remember that you can report by name or anonymously through our school app any Title

IX Sexual Misconduct or Bullying/Harassment incident. You can also report directly to Mr.
Hawkins at, titleix@ellingtonarts.org or donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov.

DCPS has a partnership with the Office of the Ombudsman for Public Education to
provide you with an advisor to help you navigate the Title IX process. For more
information on working with an advisor please call (202) 442-5405 or
email dcps.care@k12.dc.gov.
You may also seek out confidential services for survivors with the DC Rape and
Crisis Center. For confidential therapeutic services, visit dcrcc.org. DRCC can be
contacted by telephone at (202) 232-0789 or by email at dcrcc@dcrcc.org.
DC Rape Crisis Center Hotline: (202) 333-RAPE
Additionally, you have the right to an advisor throughout the Title IX investigation
process. An advisor can offer guidance and additional information on the Title IX
process. Please contact the CARE team at (202) 442-5405
or dcps.care@k12.dc.gov to be connected with an advisor.
Search DCPS Title IX frequently asked questions
Duke Ellington APP both Android and Apple

On-Campus Supports
Dr. Ballard, School Psychologist james.ballard@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Frazier, 9th & 12th nicole.frazier@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Sylvia, 10th & 11th crystal.sylvia@k12.dc.gov
Ms. Waters, Md. Family Resources, Inc swaters@mfrinconline.com
Ms. Hayden, Title IX Coordinator donna.hayden@k12.dc.gov
Mr. Hawkins, Title IX Investigator titleix@ellingtonarts.org

Senior Portrait Information:
Make-up Sessions
If Seniors have not made appointments or missed their original date, please see below the
additional dates for you to schedule your portraits:

Ellington Spotlight
See Ellington in the news or want to share your story? Email us
at communications@ellingtonarts.org

DCPS Impact Aid Survey
Each year, DCPS asks all families to
complete the Impact Aid survey to
generate additional federal funds for
DCPS. This year, the survey will be
available in both an electronic format using the Seamless platform as well as hard copies.
All eligible applications received by December 22, 2021 will be submitted as part of the
initial application due on January 31, 2022. All DCPS families should complete one survey
per child, not household, in their preferred language until May 30, 2022 as we can include
these in our amendment. Please refer to this FAQ document[PDF] for additional
guidance. Each child will be sent home with a paper survey to complete and return to their
school's business manager. If a family prefers to complete the survey electronically, they
can utilize the links below. Only one method of submission should be utilized to avoid
duplicate submissions.
Please click here for the survey.

Counseling Reminders!
9th/10th Grade email Mr. Mathis at Marquis.mathis@k12.dc.gov
11th/12th Grade email Mrs. Reavis at Suwana.reavis@k12.dc.gov
In person conferences are available by appointment only. If face-to-face meeting is
necessary, Counselors will schedule appointments and email teacher for notification of
time.

"Ask, Ask, Look" Protocols &
DCPS Health & Safety
Ellington utilizes the “Ask,
Ask, Look” protocol
recommended by DC
Health and Office of the

State Superintendent of
Education to support daily
screening for staff and
students. All employees have
been provided with separate
guidance related to this
protocol for adults before
reporting to work in person.
The following information will
implement the protocol with
students through a homeschool partnership. Ellington
and DCPS expect families to implement the “Ask, Ask, Look” protocol DAILY before
students depart for school. For comprehensive information, Click here.
DCPS has a great resource webpage with all the information on Health and Safety
for the School Year 2021-2022.
Please make sure you check out the Health & Safety - Reopen Strong site which
outlines the safety measures and precautions DCPS and Ellington will be
implementing. We will also be sharing more information about what measures we
are taking in each art department as well.
Some of the topics addressed are:
Healthy routines at home
HVAC enhancements
Enhanced cleaning protocols
Building readiness
Space arrangements and social distancing
Student meals
Illness screening and testing
COVID-19 reporting protocols
Quarantine protocols
COVID-19 vaccine availability
Best practices, visitor regulations, and more!

School-Based COVID-19 Testing Information and Opt-Out Form
Asymptomatic testing will take place every Wednesday for
students at 10:30am in room 140.
For School Year 21-22, DCPS will continue to provide COVID-19
testing for all students. Here are the testing programs that will be
offered to students:
• Routine asymptomatic testing: The student may be selected as part of a random sample
of individuals weekly to receive a test for the COVID-19 virus.
• Close contact testing: If the student is identified as a close contact of an individual who
has COVID-19 in the school setting, they would be eligible for COVID-19 testing after the
exposure.
• Symptomatic testing: The student will complete a COVID-19 test if they develop
symptoms of COVID-19 at school.
Click here for the form.

SHADE - Community Survey, Meeting Link &
Carpool Connections

Welcome to the 2021 – 20221 School Year!
Duke Ellington’s Parent Teacher Organization, otherwise known as SHADE, has been
busy this summer preparing for an effective school year despite the unique challenges
presented by COVID-19!
Who is SHADE?
SHADE is the voice of Ellington families and community with:
·
the school,
·
the Office of State Superintendent of Education, the Superintendent and DC Public
Schools, the Mayor, and the City Council, and
·
the greater community.
But to be heard by all, we need YOUR voice too!
SHADE Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, December 1 @ 8 PM
(1st Wednesdays)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82151863853?pwd=
RXdzaXJnaWdqTTgrQUNGamFzdzZZUT09
Meeting ID: 821 5186 3853
Passcode: 893748
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZYscuigqDgiH9eQzVXjcwdIHEwjRd
DP9yBb/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGqrz4rEtKWuByERpwQBY_4d_
zwpnZHgvpYrQXTOypQdQffHsdVOIB7NOiJ

Carpool Connections
Want to carpool with other families? Need a way to connect?
We have had several requests on how to connect with other parents to carpool. We have
created a private Rallyhood site where parents can connect with other parents wanting to
carpool. We will only include this link here in the Ellington Express to ensure that only
Ellington families registered with the school have access. We welcome your suggestions
on how to make this an efficient and safe process for Ellington families. Please use
COVID safety practices.
https://rallyhood.com/64730

Join SHADE & Find Us @
https://www.shadepto.com/
Contact SHADE at –
·
General Inquiries: SHADE@ellingtonarts.com
Follow SHADE at –
·
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DESA.SHADE

·

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/desa.shade/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 30
4:45 pm - 6:45 pm
After-school ELA & Math Tutoring with Mr. Ashaira - Rm.
310
December 1
8 pm
SHADE Parent Meeting - Zoom
December 2
4:45 pm - 6:45 pm
After-school ELA & Math Tutoring with Mr. Ashaira - Rm. 310
December 3
7:30 pm
Theatre - Senior Showcase, "They Keep Comin'"
December 4
3:00 pm
Theatre - Senior Showcase, "They Keep Comin'"

Click above to visit the Arts! Museum!

