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THE MISSION
OF DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS IS TO NURTURE AND
INSPIRE PASSION FOR ARTS AND LEARNING IN TALENTED STUDENTS
WHO MIGHT NOT OTHERWISE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP
THEIR ARTISTIC SKILLS. WE ENSURE THAT OUR STUDENTS ARE
PREPARED FOR POST SECONDARY AND/OR CAREERS IN THE ARTS
BY OFFERING AN INTENSIVE ARTS- BASED PROGRAM. WE PREPARE
OUR STUDENTS TO BECOME PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS IN OUR GLOBAL
SOCIETY THROUGH OUR STRONG FOCUS ON COMMUNITY SERVICE.
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THE ELLINGTON CREED
ELLINGTON’S GOAL IS TO BE A COMMUNITY OF ARTISTS,
LEARNERS AND LEADERS. IN ORDER TO REACH THIS GOAL,
WE ASCRIBE TO THE CREED:
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COMMITMENT RESPONSIBILITY

EXCELLENCE

EMPATHY

DIGNITY

THE HABIT OF
APPLYING YOUR
TALENTS TO A TASK
OR PROJECT.

STRIVING TO MEET
A STANDARD THAT
DEMONSTRATES
MASTERY OF
AN IDEA OR
TECHNIQUE.

INTENTIONAL
CARE AND
CONSIDERATION
OF OTHER’S
FEELINGS,
THOUGHTS AND
EXPERIENCES.

CONDUCTING
YOURSELF, AT
ALL TIMES, IN
A RESPECTFUL,
UPLIFTING MANNER
THAT SHOWS YOU
RECOGNIZE YOUR
CONNECTION TO
A PRESENT, PAST
AND FUTURE
COMMUNITY.
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ACTING IN A WAY
THAT ACKNOWLEDGES
THE CONNECTION
AND DUTY YOU HAVE
TO YOURSELF AND
OTHERS.
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INTRODUCTION
The Vocal Music department strives to give all students the opportunity
to grow as young musicians through our study of voice, music theory,
sight-singing, and choir. At Ellington, we have various ensembles, which
help teach the skill of ensemble singing. Our Ellington Chorale consists
of all students in the vocal department conducted by Mr. Andrew Smith
and Dr. Frances Fonza. The Ellington Concert Choir consists of all upperclass students in the vocal department, as well as all gentlemen, and is
also conducted by Mr. Smith and Dr. Fonza. The Sophisticated Ladies are
our first-year ladies group conducted by Mrs. Sylvia Twine. We also have
Voices In Motion, conducted by Dr. Monique Spells, which is our Duke
Ellington Show Choir comprised of students throughout the school who
wish to learn the art of singing, dancing, and acting. Lastly, we have the
MellowTones, which is our Ellington Jazz Ensemble, comprised of upper
class vocal and instrumental students conducted by Ms. Taylor Young.
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MISSION STATEMENT

VM

In the Vocal Music
department, our vision is
to develop a community
of vocal musicians who
are talented, passionate,
and willing to explore all
possibilities of the art of
music performance.
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VM DEPARTMENT

GOALS
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In the Vocal Music department, our goal is college
admission for any student who wants to major in
music. To achieve this, we believe:

1 In using a scientific and holistic approach to

singing along with music theory, sight singing,
and piano.

2 In using a traditional curriculum of classical
music, including art songs and arias in
English, Italian, German, French, Spanish and
other languages.

3 In honoring the cultural past of the

5 In the necessity for students
to translate and thoroughly
understand the texts of all
songs in foreign languages,
and in English, which often
draw upon poetry with
great depth of meaning.
As students become more

musically sophisticated, the
corresponding vocal literature
demands more and deeper
comprehension from the
student.

7 In supporting our students’

interest in Gospel, R & B, Pop
and Rap, trying to bridge the gap
between that and the exacting
demands of the Classical repertoire.

8 In producing students who are
musically educated, but who also
have some understanding of the
broader world.

6 In the importance of Musical
Theater and Jazz in the history
of American music.

majority of our students with a study of
Spirituals.

4 The study of vocal technique, piano, sight
singing and music theory will help students
achieve success in whatever aspect of music
they elect to pursue.
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OTHER EXPENSES
Vocal Music majors are required to purchase multiple song books which
will be used throughout the student’s tenure at Ellington. The total cost
of these books is approximately $70. Individual vocal teachers will have
more information about music book purchases. Students will also be
asked to buy notebooks, binders, pencils, recording devices, and other
school supplies.
Each Vocal Music student will be provided with ensemble attire once
their $200 arts fee has been paid or payment arrangements have been
made: Females – concert gowns, Males – tuxedos. (Replacement cost for
lost or damaged ensemble attire is $100.) Additionally, the females will
receive performance jewelry (replacement cost: $25). Vocal Department
females are also required to purchase black “character” shoes. Young
men must purchase black dress shoes made of shine-able leather and a
white, wing-tip tuxedo shirt. A bowtie and cummerbund will be provided
(replacement cost: $25).
Each student must maintain school-owned property, such as choir
costumes and music. Ladies’ concert dresses are washable in cool
water and can be dried on low heat. Each gentleman is required to
have his tuxedo dry-cleaned prior to turning it in at the end of the
year. Additionally, each student is assigned an ensemble binder and is
responsible for keeping the binder in good condition. Failure to return
the binder in good condition will result in a $5 replacement fee. Failure
to turn in the original copies of the music will result in a fee equal to the
cost of the sheet music.
12
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STUDIO
ART FEES
Duke Ellington students are
required to pay a yearly activity fee
of $200, which directly benefits

the arts department in which they
are enrolled.
This fee should be paid at the time
of registration but can be paid in
installments. Money orders and
checks should be made payable to
DESAP (in the memo portion of the
check: Vocal Music Department).
These fees are spent at the
discretion of the department on
sheet music, performance outfits
for vocal ensembles, choral folders,
field trips, program expenses,
extra musicians for performances,
guest artists, piano tunings/repair,
student workshops, etc.
DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
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CURRICULUM
FIRST YEAR

CREDITS

Applied Vocal Technique I
Acc. Piano Theory I (or other
Theory class as assigned)
Intro to Sight Singing (or
other Sight Singing class as
assigned)
Choral Ensemble I (ladiesSophisticated Ladies,
gentlemen - Concert Choir)
THIRD YEAR

1
1
1
1
CREDITS

Applied Vocal Technique III
Music Theory III or AP
Theory (or other Theory class
as assigned)
Sight Singing II (or other
Sight Singing class as
assigned)
Choral Ensemble
Electives: Composition •Advanced
Placement •Theory Music History
and Literature I •Music History and
Literature II •Jazz Ensemble (Mellow
Tones) •Show Choir III UE5

14
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SECOND YEAR

CREDITS

Applied Vocal Technique II
Acc. Piano Theory II
(or other Theory class as
assigned)
Sight Singing I (or other
Sight Singing class as
assigned)
Choral Ensemble
FOURTH YEAR

1
1
1
1

CREDITS

Applied Vocal Technique
IV Opera Workshop Senior
Recital
Music Theory IV or AP
Theory (or other Theory
class as assigned)
Sight Singing III (or other
Sight Singing class as
assigned)
Choral Ensemble IV

1
1
1
1

Electives: Composition •Advanced
Placement •Theory Music History and
Literature I •Music History and Literature
II •Jazz Vocal Styles (may be repeated)
Jazz Ensemble •Show Choir IV UE5
•Diction for Singers

STRUCTURE OF
MUSIC CURRICULUM
Upon entrance, each vocal student will be assigned a Vocal Technique
teacher with whom they should study throughout their tenure at
Ellington. He/she will be placed in a required Choral Ensemble, Sight
Singing and Music Theory class, which is usually Piano/Theory for first
and second year vocal students. Some students will be placed in a
higher-level Theory class based on their ability. Voice students must
take a minimum of two years of Class Piano. Every year vocal students
take courses in these four areas:

•Applied Music: Vocal Technique I – IV
•Required Ensemble (Concert Choir and Female Ensemble)
•Sight Singing/Ear Training
•Piano Theory and Music Theory, which can include harmony,
composition, improvisation, and beginning piano.

FOREIGN LANUAGE REQUIREMENT
To fulfill the two-year DCPS language requirement, all voice students
are required to take two years of Italian. If a student has already
taken and passed a year of another high school foreign language
prior to attending Ellington, he/she may continue to take that
foreign language to complete the two-year requirement.
DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
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ELECTIVES
In addition to the courses required for graduation, students
may take electives in Music History, Music Composition (Music
Technology/Songwriting), Advanced Theory, Vocal Diction
and Jazz Ensemble (Mellow Tones, which requires an audition
for acceptance). Electives from other majors are occasionally
accessible for Vocal Music students. Students are only permitted to
take electives once they have fulfilled all other music requirements
and have space availability in their schedule.

ENSEMBLES
All voice students will be a part of a required ensemble every year.
The choirs perform a wide variety of music, including Classical
Repertoire, Spirituals, Gospel, and Traditional Choral Literature.
There will be mandatory after school rehearsals each month and
before performances. Each vocal music student is required to
participate in all rehearsals and performances.

THE DUKE ELLINGTON CHORALE

FAILING MUSIC CLASSES

is an ensemble that combines all voices in the Vocal Music

Unfortunately, most music classes are not offered as part of the DCPS

Holmes and Daphne Dunston-Wharton.

Department lead by Samuel Bonds, Andrew Smith, Dr. Monique

summer school curriculum. That means that in order to receive a
DCPS diploma with the arts endorsement, students must pass ALL of
their music classes each year at Ellington. As a result, students who
fail classes in their arts major are subject to transfer from Ellington.
Students who receive a D or less in arts classes are placed on
probation and are subject to transfer for failure to meet the standards
of the Department.

16
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FEMALE ENSEMBLE (SOPHISTICATED LADIES)
is a required ensemble for first year ladies. At the discretion of the
director, Sylvia Twine, female sophomores and upperclassmen may
continue with the Sophisticated Ladies. The ensemble performs a
repertoire of traditional choral literature and singing styles ranging
from the Spiritual and Musical Theatre to Classical and Jazz.

DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
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CONCERT CHOIR
is a required ensemble of sophomore and upper-classmen which
includes all male voices lead by Samuel Bonds, Andrew Smith, Dr.
Monique Holmes and Daphne Dunston-Wharton.

VOCAL TECHNIQUE

daily rehearsals after school.

Students are graded on class work each advisory and on a jury each
semester. Class works includes learning and performing classical vocal
literature as outlined below. Class grades may also include written work
(song translations tests, composer papers, program notes, concert
reports, etc.) or any criteria the teacher deems necessary to the
development of the student. Jury grades are determined by averaging
the grades given by the teacher/evaluators on the faculty jury panel.
The jury grade counts for 50% of the class grade for second and fourth
advisory. Students who fail the final jury may be asked to transfer from
Ellington. Seniors are expected to give a senior recital of 15 minutes
during their senior year, reflecting the music they have studied while at
Ellington. Those who are not able to give a recital must perform a senior
jury with the same repertoire criteria.

JAZZ ENSEMBLE (MELLOW TONES)

CONCERT CHOIR

SHOW CHOIR (VOICES IN MOTION)
is an elective ensemble open to all students at Ellington through
audition and permission of the director, Dr. Monique Holmes.
The internationally-known Show Choir was created by Samuel
L. E. Bonds in 1986, and sings almost every style of music from
Classical to Jazz to Motown. Show Choir members are required to
sing, dance and act at an advanced level, and to commit a great
deal of time and energy to rehearsals and performances while
maintaining academic and arts excellence. Show Choir will have

is an elective ensemble supported by the Ella Fitzgerald
Foundation. It is directed by Mark Meadows. Students sing in
various jazz styles and begin to learn the art of improvisation.

18

GRADING
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Need a short description of how grading is done for CONCERT CHOIR
goes here. Need a short description of how grading is done for CONCERT
CHOIR goes here. Need a short description of how grading is done for
CONCERT CHOIR goes here. Need a short description of how grading is
done for CONCERT CHOIR goes here.
DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

19

HOMEWORK

VOCAL MUSIC JURY

Homework will consist of practicing the following:

At the end of each semester, all freshman, sophomore, and junior vocal
majors will demonstrate progress and a sufficient understanding of
Vocal Technique. A jury panel of faculty members will assess each
student based on their presentation of translations, vocalise and songs
studied in the Vocal Technique class that semester. The jury scores
are averaged into the 2nd and 4th advisory grade. Minimum jury
requirements per semester include:

•Warm up exercises/vocalises
•Song Preparation (translations, diction, rhythm, melody, etc.)
•Review of Choral music
•Reviewing exercises in ear training, sight singing and theory
•Piano skills

PERFORMANCES
When a concert or other performance is part of the work of any
class, missing a performance is equal to a zero on a final exam,
and the advisory grade will reflect that zero. PLEASE NOTE THAT
PERFORMANCE AT GRADUATION IS A YEARLY REQUIREMENT
WHICH ALSO SERVES AS THE FINAL GRADE OF THE YEAR IN CHOIR.
In regards to appearance, students are asked to refrain from extreme
coloring of hair and styles. For productions we ask students to refrain
from overall appearance changes 2 weeks prior to a major production
or performance. For all students, hair must be off the face and facial
jewelry is not permitted. Gentlemen are asked to refrain from wearing
all jewelry during performances.

20
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•Presentation of a memorized melody (vocalise) sung using a neutral
syllable: (“ee” or “o”)

•Presentation of memorized translations for all songs that are not in English.
•Students must successfully complete each segment of their jury in the
following order to progress to the next.

•First year: four songs in two languages (English and Italian)| 2 Italian
Songs, 1 Art Song in English or Folk Song, 1 Negro Spiritual

•Second year: four songs in three languages (English, Italian, German) 1

1 Italian Song, 1 German Lied, 1 Art Song in English or Folk Song, 1 Negro
Spiritual

•Third year: five songs in at least three languages| 3 foreign language
pieces which include at least 2 varying languages (ex. German Lied,
German Lied, Italian song) 1 Art Song in English or Folk Song, 1 Negro
Spiritual

•Senior Year: SEE SENIOR JURY/HEARING

DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
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SENIOR JURY/HEARING
Seniors must complete both a fall semester jury and a senior hearing
during the spring semester to demonstrate preparation for their senior
recital, which is presented in the spring.

•Senior Year Fall Jury: three songs in at least 3 languages A. 2 foreign

language pieces which include 2 varying languages, (ex. German Lied,
French Melodie) B. 1 Art Song in English or Folk Song or 1 Negro Spiritual

•Senior Year Spring Hearing: Six songs in at least 4 languages A. 3

foreign language pieces which include 3 varying languages, (ex. Italian
Song, German Lied, Spanish Song) B. 1 Art Song in English or Folk Song
C. 1 Negro Spiritual D. 1 song of choice (must be approved by teacher)
Spiritual
***Seniors who do not pass the Senior Hearing will not be invited to give
a recital and will unfortunately forfeit their arts certificate (2018-2019
graduates). ***Seniors who do not pass the Senior Hearing will not be
invited to give a recital and will unfortunately forfeit their diploma and
will not graduate (beginning 2019-2020 graduates).
Seniors who receive an average of an “A” or “B” will be presented in a
Mainstage Recital by the Vocal Department. Seniors who receive an average
of a “C” will be required to perform on the Senior In- House Recital. All
students who pass their hearing are required to perform on a recital
according to the requirements above. Failure to do so will result in the
student forfeiting their arts certificate and participation in graduation: (2018
– 2019); forfeiting their diploma and the student not graduating: (2020).
22
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NOT PASSING THE SENIOR HEARING will result in the student not
receiving an arts certificate. (2018-2019) Not passing the Senior
Hearing will result in the student not participating in graduation or
receiving an Ellington diploma. (effective 2019-2020)

DRESS ATTIRE FOR JURIES & RECITALS
All students will be responsible for any choreographic and/or studio
(technical) work missed. Should a student NOT be able to fulfill his/her
commitment to performing in a choreographic work due to any of the
reasons listed (including but not limited to the reasons listed below),
he/she will be replaced. Some of those reasons are:
FEMALES
A modest (not tight) dress or dressy blouse and skirt, both of which
must come below the knee, stockings and closed toe, dressy heels
(2-4 inch). No cleavage, midriff or bare shoulders should be visible. A
minimum of a cap sleeve is required or you must wear a fixed shawl.
MALES
A men’s dress shirt with a collar, jacket and tie, belt, dark dress shoes,
dress socks, and dress slacks.
**Students who are inappropriately dressed can be denied the opportunity to
complete their jury or perform on recital. **Students who fail a jury through lack of
preparation or unexcused absence jeopardize not receiving their Arts Certificate
and can be recommended for transfer from Ellington.Students who achieve an “A”
or “A-” average on the jury will be presented in the Vocal Honors Recital.
DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
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VOCAL STUDENT SHOWCASE

RESPONSIBILITIES & EXPECTATIONS

At some time during the year, vocalists may have the opportunity
to perform on a showcase concert of contemporary music. Planning
and preparation for this concert is student led in conjunction with
the Vocal Music faculty.

The Ellington Vocal Music program is challenging thus student’s
must maintain a high level of commitment. If a student decides that
professional music study is not his/her goal the level of commitment
must remain the same while at Ellington. Vocal Music students are
expected to maintain a “B” average in their music courses. Those who
fail to maintain a “B” average in their arts courses can be recommended
for probation or transfer.

PERFORMANCE & OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES
Taking private voice lessons with an outside teacher can confuse and does
not replace the requirements for Vocal Technique class. Therefore, Vocal
students are discouraged from taking voice lessons outside of Ellington.

•Students are NOT excused from classes, from rehearsals, or (especially)

Every senior is required to participate in Opera Workshop. All
rehearsals and stagings are mandatory and a part of their class grade.

from in-school or school-related performances because of non-schoolrelated activities. If outside performances/jobs conflict with Ellington
activities, the student is expected to participate in the Ellington activity
and will be graded accordingly.

Graduating seniors should be able to:

in order to participate in sports events either at Ellington or other places.

•Perform successful college or conservatory auditions
•Demonstrate the level of musical competence necessary for college

•Students are NOT excused from Vocal Department classes and activities
•Only SENIOR Vocal Music majors are allowed to participate in the

Senior Variety Show. Senior participants must have permission from their
Department Chair and must maintain a 2.5 grade point average.

•Students who wish to perform with another Ellington department must
have no less than a “C” in the previous advisory in any music class, and
must have the written permission of his/her vocal technique teacher and
the Department Chair.
24

SENIORS
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•Demonstrate performance skills that show an understanding of the vocal
techniques of breath management, posture and support, beautiful tone,
vowel placement, accurate diction and pronunciation in at least three
languages, text interpretation, musical expression, and stage presence

courses in performance technique and music reading and writing

We know not all Ellington vocal students will pursue a career in the arts,
but it is our hope that our students will be lifelong advocates for the
arts in their communities, homes, and churches.The culmination of a
Vocal Music major’s training at Ellington is the presentation of a senior
recital. Senior recitals are mandated for all graduating seniors.
DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
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CONCERT & RECITAL ETIQUETTE

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

All Vocal Music students will sing on recital at some point in their
tenure at Ellington, whether it is a regular student recital, a Vocal
Honors Recital, or a Senior Recital. Since this is an experience we all
share, it should be an experience that is satisfying and rewarding for
the performer and for the audience.

used in classrooms or in the theater, unless otherwise permitted by
the instructor. Cell phones and other devices can be confiscated by
any faculty member. •Music is not to be played in the hallway without
headphones.

•Performers should be welcomed with applause, and should be
thanked with applause at the end of the performance.

VISITING PROFESSIONALS

•Remain quiet and attentive.
•Cell phones should be turned off while in the theater.
•No one should move around the theater during a performance.

In In the Vocal Music Department, we often have visiting professional
singers, teachers, and college groups. For instance, world-renowned
opera singer Denyce Graves, a graduate of Ellington, sometimes comes
to do Master Classes for our students.

ATTENDANCE

VOCAL PARENT GROUP

•Students must attend class regularly and on time. Excessive

absence, even for legitimate reasons, will affect student’s work,
especially in performance classes like Vocal Technique and Vocal
Ensembles (Choir). Therefore, students are expected to be present.

•Students are required to attend all music department recitals,

masterclasses and studio sessions. Absence and poor behavior can
result in an “F” in Vocal Technique class for that day.

•When a concert or other performance is part of the work of any

class, missing a performance is equal to a zero on a final exam, and
the advisory grade will reflect that zero.
26

•Cell phones, headphones and other electronic devices are not to be
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As a Parent of a Vocal Music student you are now a member of the Vocal
Parent Group (VPG). Your attendance and participation are a vital part
of the success of this group and your child’s success. Each year the Vocal
Parent Group elects a slate of officers to serve for one year. Officers
are asked to attend all meetings and to arrange the help necessary to
successfully run concessions, ticket sales, and other fundraising activities
to benefit the Vocal Music Department. Parents are also expected to help
feed the students on the evenings of late rehearsal and performances.
If you are unable to participate in one way, we will find another way for
you to have an impact! Please be in communication with the Vocal Parent
Group President and other officers to find out how you can help.
DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
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