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Course description: _ o
The English Department’s primary mission is to develop writing proficiency and critical reasoning skills
for all students. In addition, the program offers students the opportunity to read and analyze literary works
and to develop general knowledge and an appreciation of human values, ideas, and experiences expressed
in literature. Students in Pre-AP will benefit from the curriculum offered to all 10th graders as well as
extended lessons and independent reading. By the end of grade 10, students will be able to read and
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band
proficiently.

Course objectives (sample list):

¢ Leamn to analyze and organize evidence from literature and informational texts

¢ Develop historical and literary knowledge of Shakespeare

» Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis

*® Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail

® Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop
over the course of a text

¢ Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and
connotative meanings

e Analyze author's choices

* Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience

Course content

The academic year is divided into four units. Each unit ends with an assessment assigned by the district
and administered in class. Texts will be added as the course progresses. The main texts:

UNIT I: The Life I Choose

Reading materials:

The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore

The Distance Between Us by Reyna Grande

UNIT II: Honoring the Past
Universgl Declaration of Human Rights (Term paper)
The Perils of Indifference speech by Elie Wiesel
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