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Faculty Contact Information

Norman Brentley-Flute

Robert Eldridge-Clarinet

Dupor Georges-Lower brass

Lynne Gray-Piano theory/music history
Maya Maalouf-Upper strings

Eric McMillan-Upper brass/Wind Ensemble
Dr. Haewon Moon-Piano

Dr. Janet Peachey-Theory

Ivey Perkins-Piano

Francis Thompson-Percussion

Davey Yarborough-Saxophone/Jazz Orchestra-Chair

Contacting Faculty
Please do not contact faculty at their home unless they have given you specific permission
to do so. Thank you for respecting their privacy. Faculty will communicate with parents
and students through the following means:

e Email

e Monthly I.M. Parent meetings

e Telephone

e Handouts in class

e Regular mail
To give or correct an email address or phone number, contact Mr. Yarborough.

We believe...
In the Instrumental Music Department, our goal is college admission for any
student who wants to major in music.

To achieve this, we believe in using a curriculum composed from traditional and
contemporary genres. We believe that musical literacy can be best gained through
application in all styles from Bach to Rock.

We believe that the study of instrumental fechniques, music history and music
theory will help students achieve success in whatever aspect of music they elect to
pursue.

By the time Instrumental students graduate from Ellington, we want them to have
a much clearer vision of possible careers, feel positive about all kinds of music, and
have doors opened to them that may not have known existed before they began



their musical journey with us. And it is a journey—from the small world of a child
into the larger one.

Graduating seniors should be able to:

. Perform a successful audition for any post secondary institution of music
education

. Demonstrate the level of musical competence necessary for college courses
in performance technique and music reading and writing

. Demonstrate performance skills that show an understanding of the
technigues of instrumental performance.

We know not all Ellington students will pursue a career in the arts, but it is
our hope that we can prepare students to be lifelong advocates for the arts in
their communities, homes, and churches.



Structure of the Music Curriculum

Upon entrance, each instrumental student will be assigned a technique
teacher with whom they will study throughout their tenure at Ellington. He/she
will be placed in the Wind Ensemble or Orchestra.

In addition, all students will be evaluated and assigned to a Music Theory
class, which is usually Piano/Theory for first-year students. Those who are more
advanced in music reading and writing will be placed in a higher level Theory class.
All instrumental music students must take year of class piano. Every year
instrumental students take courses in these three areas:

1. Applied Music: Instrumental Technigues I - IV

2. Major Ensemble: Wind Ensemble/Orchestra/Jazz Orchestra/Guitar/Piano

3. Music Theory, which can include sight singing, ear training, harmony,
composition, improvisation, and beginning piano.

All instrumental music students must be enrolled in a theory class during their
tenure at Ellington.

Advanced theory courses are available to students upon completion of Theory IIT
by recommendation of the theory department.



Grading, Status, and Transfer

At the end of each semester, all freshman, sophomore, and junior
instrumental music majors will demonstrate their progress in Instrumental
Techniques before a jury panel of faculty members. Each jury member will give
the student a grade based on their presentation of materials studied in class that
semester. These grades are averaged, and that average represents a percentage
of the student’s grade for that advisory.

Performance attire for Juries is identical to recital performance.

Instrumental students are expected to maintain a "B" average in their music
courses. Those who fail fo maintain a "B" average can be recommended for
probation or transfer. Those who fail music theory can expect to be transferred.

Grades in Instrumental Music classes are assigned according to District of
Columbia guidelines, and according to standards set by the music teacher in his/her
classroom.

Student Responsibilities

The Ellington Music program is challenging and time-consuming. A high level
of commitment must be maintained, even if a student decides that professional
music study is not his/her goal. Students should be prepared for every class and
rehearsal by bringing the appropriate materials: books, folder, pencils, notebooks,
other materials as required by your teachers.

A positive attitude, respect for teachers and each other, and cooperation
are expected at all times.

Attendance

e Students must attend class regularly and on time. Excessive absence, even
for legitimate reasons, will affect student's work, especially in performance
classes like Technique and Ensemble, and advisory grades will reflect those
absences.

e No class-cutting is allowed. One unexcused absence can lower a class grade.

e Students are required o attend all music department recitals. Absence will
affect the grade in Technique class. Students who do not display
appropriate recital behavior can receive a failing grade in Technique class.



e When a concert or other performance is part of the work of any course,
missing a performance is equal to a zero on a final exam, and the advisory
grade will reflect that zero.

e Punctuality is required for all rehearsals and classes, and is an important
part of your professional training. If you cannot respect the school, the
work, and your fellow students enough to be on time to class, you may find
yourself at another school!

Homework

Homework for a music student means practicing, whether it is practicing an
instrument or theory skills. All students should practice every day. Practice
should include scales and other warm-up exercises, practice of solo pieces assigned
in technique class, practice of ensemble music, when appropriate, and practice of
exercise in ear training and sight singing, and written assignments.

It is suggested that students practice at the same time and in the same
place every day. It is essential that each student have a quiet place at home (or
nearby) fo practice.

Other tips for Practicing

Practice is essential for good performance. Unfortunately, good
performance does not happen overnight, and it can be discouraging when that
growth takes weeks, months, or even years. Your instrument is unique and it
responds to changes in the weather, your surroundings, and the changes in YOU.
The key to musical growth is repetitious practice of the performance techniques
your teacher has emphasized in class. You must use your practice time wisely and
efficiently if you want to improve your performance.

Here are some practice habits you need to develop:

e Find a quiet place where you can practice without interruption

e Keep your music organized all the time and have it with you!

e Set goals for your practice section, like "today I will perfect page 32

e Work for 60-90 minutes a day.

e Always begin your practice session with warm-up exercises.

e Begin with the hard part—don't waste time performing what you have
already learned. Learn new material or fix the mistakes first, then go
back and add that to the whole. If you perform and break down at
the same place each time, you are not fixing anything, you are
practicing breaking downl!




e With new music literature, practice at a slow tempo so you can be
accurate.

e Record yourself and try to evaluate your work as if you were listening
to someone else.

e Recognize that some practice sessions will go better than others.

e Ifyouareill,you can still work on music elements not affected by
your illness.

e Practice in front of a mirror so you can work on posture and mouth
positions, and can begin to work out appropriate stage gestures.

e Finally, practice in front of your family or friends and allow them to
critique your work.

Tips to learning music quickly and thoroughly

1. Recite or count and clap the rhythm, then examine the rhythms carefully and
accurately, including the piano introduction, interludes, etc.

2. Speak the material in rhythm with the help of a metronome.

3. Play the melody, then sing it without words, using a neutral vowel; allow time for
interludes of accompaniment. Again incorporate the use of the metronome in
your performance.

4. Look for all articulation, dynamics, phrasings and be sure to understand all
directions on the sheet music before attempting to perform it

5. Music is learned best staring slow and gradually increasing in fempo when
necessary.

=  Work with the pianist for tempi, interpretation, and expression. Make
the music YOURS.

Fees and Other Expenses

Duke Ellington students are required to pay a yearly activity fee of $200
which directly benefits the Arts department in which they are enrolled. This fee
should be paid at the time of registration, but can be paid in installments. Money
orders and checks should be made to DESAP.



Instrumental music majors should have their own personal instruments and
are required to purchase all consumable items needed for performance. (Ex. Reeds-
mouthpieces-cables- Individual technique teachers will have more information
about music book purchases. Students may also be asked to buy notebooks, pencils,
cassette tapes, and other school supplies.

When the Instrumental Music Department goes on trips to festivals or
competitions, a great deal of the cost is covered by fundraising, ticket sales, and
concert fees, but students should expect to pay additional monies as necessary.

Parents are expected to provide (or find donors for) concession sales at
concerts and to provide student meals on days with extended rehearsals or evening
concerts. Parent fundraising is handled through the Instrumental Parents group
that meets monthly.

Non-residents of the District of Columbia will be assessed a tuition for
attending Ellington. This tuition is paid to the District (not directly to Ellington)
and replaces part of the taxes that District residents pay for school funding.



Work Ethic, Professionalism, and Self-Discipline

Our goal as a department is to prepare you for the best life you can have,
both professionally and personally. In order to succeed as a professional musician,
you need the skills you study here. To learn those skills, you must function as an
ethical, hard-working, dedicated, self-disciplined person. The rules and regulations
listed below can help you achieve that goal, while working with those around you for
the common good.

Expect the best from yourself. Try every day o improve yourself in
some way. You will be amazed at what you can achieve through hard
work and practice.

Ask for help when you need it. Whether it is a school issue or a home
issue, there is someone in this school who can help. If it isa class or
homework issue, ask for tutoring before it is too late to pass the
class!

Come to class ON TIME, prepared to work. Enter the classroom in a
mature, professional, and respectful manner.

Be courteous and respectful of your teachers, administrators, the
Ellington staff and custodians, and be especially respectful of each
other.

Be respectful of the building—it can't help being old, and it needs your
tender, loving care.

You will often be observed by outside visitors, guest artists, and
district officials. Please maintain you dignity, integrity, and
professionalism at all fimes.

It is YOUR responsibility o make up work you have missed through
absence. Please communicate with your teachers often and find out
what you need to do to succeed at Ellington.

Students are NOT responsible for disciplining other students. They
are responsible for their OWN attitudes and self-control. Please be a
good example for others.

Being a responsible Ellington citizen or a valued citizen of the world is
not an accident—do the right thing!

-



Classroom Etiquette

e Cell phones and other electronic devices are not allowed to be used in
classrooms or in the theater. Cell phones and other devices can be
confiscated.

e The Music Department phones are available for your emergency use,
but you must have specific permission to use them. Do not sit at a
teacher's desk unless you have been given permission to do so.

e Please keep your classrooms and the practice modules as clean as
possible. Throw away trash and pick up your belongings.

e Make-up and personal grooming is prohibited in the classroom, the
modules, and the music floor hallway. After the first warning,
grooming items will be confiscated and not returned.

Concert and Recital Etiquette

All students will perform on recital at some point in their tenure at Ellington,
whether it is a regular student recital, or a senior recital. Since this is an
experience we all share, it should be an experience that is satisfying and rewarding
for the performer and for the audience.

Acceptable behavior at classical concerts and recitals is based on common
courtesy and the traditions of concert-goers for the last 150 years. As an
audience member, you are there to listen and watch, not to actively participate in
the concert. You cannot listen and talk at the same time, so rule number 1 is that
you must remain quiet while others are performing. It is very important that you
sit quietly and listen to the performance, whether is it a vocalist or an
instrumentalist. There should be no yelling, as that can ruin the concentration of
the performer.

Performers should be welcomed with applause, and should be thanked with
applause at the end of the performance. No one should move around the theater
while there is a performer on stage. Flowers and gifts should be presented o the
performer in the lobby after the concert. Cell phones should be turned off while
in the theater. Teachers have the right to confiscate cell phones used in the
theater, whether you are calling, texting, or playing games.



Parental Responsibilities

Parents of Instrumental Music students are expected to attend an
Instrumental Parent meeting once a month. They should make a concerted effort
to maintain contact with their child's music teachers throughout the school year.

Parents need to provide a quiet place and time for their child fo practice and
study without interference from television and other distractions. Parents should
encourage students to practice daily on the materials assigned by the technique
teachers.

It is extremely important that you support your child's performances and
other activities at Ellington. Despite what they may tell you, your child needs and
desires your support through your attendance and positive attitude about their
activities. Parents should plan to attend all recitals and concerts in which their
child participates, and to support other students if possible. Parents should
provide a quiet place where students can practice their lessons.

If there is a financial difficulty in purchasing tickets for a performance,
please let the Department Chair know so an arrangement can be made.

Parents are welcome to observe classes at Ellington after receiving a
visitor's pass from security at the downstairs entrance; however, parent/teacher
conferences must be arranged in advance. (Juries and auditions are closed to
observers.)

Parent Fundraising

Parents are often asked to help with concessions, tickets sales, and other
fundraising activities to benefit the Instrumental Music Department. If you are
unable to participate in one way, we can probably find another way for you to have
an impact! Please be in communication with the parent president and other officers
to find out how you can help.

-



Performances and other activities outside the department

Private Lessons

Taking private lessons with an outside teacher can lead to confusion for the
music student and does not replace the requirements for Technique class.
Performances arranged by teachers outside of Ellington should be discussed with
and approved by the technique teacher.

Outside performances, etc.

e Students are NOT excused from classes, from rehearsals, or
(especially) from in-school or school-related performances because of
non-school-related activities. If outside performances conflict with
Ellington activities, the student will still be graded for the Ellington
activity.

e Students are NOT excused from the Instrumental Music Department
classes and activities in order to participate in sports events either at
Ellington or at other places.

e Only SENIOR Instrumental majors are allowed to participate in the
Senior Variety Show and the Senior Fashion Show. Senior
participants must have permission from their Department Chair and
must maintain a 2.5 grade point average.

e Students who wish to perform with another Department at Ellington
must have no less than a "C" in the previous advisory in any music
class, and must have the written permission of his/her vocal technique
teacher and the Department Chair.

-



Senior Responsibilities

The next step!

Senior Instrumental Music majors at Duke Ellington, while trying to finish
high school at the highest level possible, should be planning to attend the college,
university, or conservatory of their choice. Planning for post-secondary education
should begin in your junior year. The Department Chair and your Technique
teacher, in communication with your counselors, will help advise you about this next
step in your educational development.

College Auditions

If you plan to major or minor in music in college, you should take the
opportunity to audition for several different schools. Some schools will come to
Ellington to hold auditions. Audition for the experience of auditioning, even if that
school is not one you think you will attend.

Please work with your technique teacher to make sure you understand what
music is appropriate for college auditions, especially if you plan to audition for
performance or music education. Your teacher will help you find appropriate music
and can guide you toward finding materials. See the Department Chair if you have
other questions about auditioning.

Arts Recognition Talent Search

Most Music department seniors should plan to participate in the Arts
Recognition Talent Search competition. At the end of the junior year, students
should apply online, and in the fall of the senior year, make a recording of
appropriate music for the competition. The recording of selections must be
completed by October 20. Talk fo the Department Chair or your Technique teacher
for further information.

Senior Recitals

The culmination of the Instrumental Music major's training at Ellington is the
presentation of a senior recital. Senior recitals are expected of all graduating
seniors, although the senior jury (hearing) meets the minimum requirement for
graduation.



The senior recital is limited to 20 minutes of music, and should demonstrate
the music literature studied in Technique class. The literature for the senior
recital is chosen and/or approved by the individual techniques teacher. Seniors will
demonstrate their preparation for the recital at a senior hearing (jury).

All the performers on a given senior recital must be seniors, graduates,
professionals, or part of a faculty sponsored ensemble. The dress code (see below)
applies to ALL performers, whether they are Ellington students or not. Anyone not
meeting the dress code requirement will not perform.

Senior recital dress code:

Ladies: Modest (not tight) dress or dressy blouse and skirt, falling at least
to the knee, dressy shoes, stockings. No cleavage, midriff, or bare shoulders are
allowed. Ladies who wear a strapless or spaghetti strap dress must add a shawl or
jacket to cover shoulders. No pants or pants suits are allowed.

Gentlemen: Coat and tie (or suit), a dress shirt with a collar, dress shoes
made of shine-able leather, dress slacks, dark or matching socks, or may wear a
Tuxedo with appropriate bowtie, shoes, and socks

Senior | Showcase

At some time during the year, senior vocalists will have the opportunity to
perform on a senior showcase concert of contemporary music. Most of the
planning and preparation for this concert is done by the parents of the juniors in
conjunction with the Department Chair. Please see Mr. Yarborough if you would
like to work on the preparation for the Senior Instrumental Music Showcase.

-



After word

The regulations and policies in this Instrumental Music Department
Handbook have evolved from many years of experience with music students, and
are in force for the duration of the student's stay at Duke Ellington.

When Students, Parents, and Faculty follow these policies, the Music
Department functions with the kind of positive spirit we expect at Ellington.
Please keep this Handbook as a reference, and feel free to contact the members
of the Instrumental Music Department if there are questions or concerns
regarding these policies, or if you have specific problems regarding something in
the Department.

Mr. Davey Yarborough, Chair
Instrumental Music Department
202-965-4695
Thesax56@aol.com

-



Duke Ellington School of the Arts:
Improving Your Audition for the
Music Department

We are looking for:

Potential - do you have the potential to develop to the point where you could
perform professionally? Is your musical gift above average?

Performance and musical potential - do you have the personality to be a
performer, or is your gift for music so great that you can succeed in some
other area of musical study (composition, recording technology, teaching,
etc.)?

Passion about music - are you truly excited by music and/or singing? Will
that make you a dedicated student who practices and strives for excellence?

Possibility for academic success - can you do well enough academically to
stay in school (maintain a "C" average overall)?

Cooperative attitude - can you work well with others in class and outside of
it?

The Audition: You will perform for at least one member of the instrumental
faculty who will also ask you to sight read.

To present yourself in the best light possible:

Decide exactly what song you will present and PREPARE it (memorize it, play
in tune.

Say your name and answer questions clearly and completely.
Be ready to talk about yourself, your past musical experiences, your goals
for the future. Give these ideas some thought—is Duke Ellington REALLY

where you want to be? Why? Is music your hobby or your passion?

Dress appropriately—look like a professional.

-



Handbook Receipt

I have received the Vocal Department Handbook and understand
that T am responsible for following the policies and procedures set
forth in the Handbook. I further understand that

(student’s name) has the

status of CONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE for the first year of entry

into our program. Those conditions are outlined in the Vocal

Handbook, and include curriculum, behavioral, and financial

obligations.
Sighature of Vocal Student Date
Sighature of Parent/Guardian Date

-



