
The Duke Ellington School Of The Arts 
Jazz Theory 

Davey S. Yarborough-instructor 
 

Course description/outline 
 
 
Code: U61/05       Credit 1:00        length: 1 year  room 317 
 
Grades: 9-12                                     Office hours: Appointment                         
 
 
  Offers the study of the language and performance of  jazz literature, 
development of relevant styles, improvisational techniques, concepts and appropriate 
stage decorum. Instructional repertoire will involve the use of grade 2 through 6 levels. 
The instructor will provide instructional materials to be kept in the students notebook at 
all times. (It is recommended that sheet protectors be utilized to preserve repertoire and 
instructional materials.) There will be a charge for copies of lost or damaged instructional 
materials.  
 
Pre-requisites: Students in this class must have completed theory I  and II along with the 
recommendation of the jazz theory instructor. This class is for instrumental music majors. 
 
Requirements : Students are required to attend all classes prepared with their 
instruments, accessories, notebooks , pencil and pen. Students are to perform at all 
classes, concerts, recitals and scheduled rehearsals, as these are evaluation activities. 
Students will be required write at least one research paper per semester.  
 
 
Materials: All students are to maintain a notebook for repertoire and a second one for 
written work. Each jazz theory student will be required to submit one essay or research 
paper each semester. All students are responsible for maintaining their instruments and 
all accessories needed for performance. Oversized instruments and secondary instruments 
may be provided to students needing them due to performance repertoire. It is 
recommended that students have portable cd player or computer/ipod to be used for home 
practice with recorded accompaniment. 
 
Evaluation: Students will be evaluated on attitude, repertoire, concert/recital 
performance and décor.  class participation, attendance, behavior and all written 
assignments.( research papers, essays, performance and written exams.) 
Content Standards: 
 



DCPS music content standards make up the core skills, concepts and knowledge for 
music theory  III 
 
-study of various structures ( scales, arpeggios,etc) that are used in jazz improvisation 
-study of the various styles of jazz 
-transcription of solos from recordings 
 -sight-singing, dictation, composition,and harminzation skill at an advanced level 
-review of material of theory I and II 
 
Course outline: 
 
The student will: 
 
1. play and write major, minor, dominant, blues, diminished, pentatonic, wholetone scales 
with the understanding of  plagal modes. ( Ionian, dorian, phyrigian,etc…) 
 
2. play and write the arpeggios for the following chord families in all keys: major ,minor, 
dominant, diminished and augmented. 
 
3.play jazz standards in various styles: Blues, Dixieland, Swing, Be-bop, fusion and 
avant-garde. 
 
4.Improvise a solo in the style of the standards studied in class. 
 
5. Transcribe a solo from a recording. 
 
6.Identify 10 jazz artists who perform on the students major instrument. 
 
7. Demonstrate responsibility and commitment to music theory through regular 
attendance, participation and preparation. 
 
8. Follow all directives found in the student and community handbook. 
 
 
Grades will be calculated as follows: Attitude-10%  - performance 20%  - class 
participation 20%  -  attendance 20%  -  assignments 15% - exams- 15%. 
                       
 
 
I have read and fully understand the above course description for the jazz theory 
class. 
 
 
Studernt:____________________________________           date:________________ 
 
Parent/ legal guardian_____________________________     date:_______________ 


