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Duke Ellington School of the Arts 
World Languages Department 
Italian III - Course Syllabus 

SY 2011-12 
 

Teacher: Laura Moticka         Room: 1 
Credit:   1 Carnegie Unit     E-mail: laura.moticka@dc.gov 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
I want this course to be fun and to be based as much as possible on real unabridged 
language.  Regular readings of newspaper articles, of excerpts from books, and of short 
stories will be performed in class. Movies in Italian, videos and songs will also be used to 
expose students to the sound of the language as much as possible. Students will also learn 
about Italian history, art and literature. The expected level of proficiency is advanced-
intermediate. 
 
COURSE GOALS:  
This course will… 

• Build intellectual growth through the study of the Italian language and the cultures 
that it represents. 

• Help students develop multicultural understanding within the context of the Italian 
language and cultures. 

• Facilitate communication in Italian within the parameters of the basic vocabulary, 
topics, situations and skills for level 3. 

• Prepare students to compete, participate, and cooperate in a multilingual world. 
• Allow students to identify and demonstrate knowledge of career opportunities 

enhanced by the ability to communicate in the Italian language. 
 
CONTENT STANDARDS: The course is organized to comply with the DCPS World 
Languages’ standards. These new standards are organized to provide students with a high 
level of content specific literacy necessary to compete in the 21st century. Their breadth 
and flexibility create an excellent opportunity for making education relevant to the 
student while allowing for a general training of his mind.   
 These standards are grouped under five strands and seven sub-strands:  

1. Communication 
• Person to Person Communication 
• Listen and Read for Understanding and Enjoyment 
• Make Oral and Written Presentations 

2. Cultures 
• Cultural Perspectives, Practices and Products 
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3. Connections 
• Connections with Other Disciplines through Languages 

4. Comparisons 
• Make Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons 

5. Communities 
• Communicate across Communities 
 

 
THEMES USED TO MAXIMIZE VOCABULARY AND CULTURE: 
Food, everyday life, literary world, politics and government, history, job market, travel, 
environment, Italian culture/customs, media (film, television, theater), relationships, 
family, myths (stories, fairytales), future dreams, personality, art, music 
 
GRAMMAR 
Students will be introduced to the level 3 grammar specifications endorsed by the 
American Association of Teachers of Italian in the context of selected readings, films, 
and audio materials.   
 
Also… 
Even though students are in their 3rd year, emphasis will still be placed on correct 
pronunciation and spelling of words. This is particularly important considering that many 
students belong to the Vocal Department. 
 
MATERIALS TO BRING TO CLASS EVERY TIME 

• any photocopy distributed in class 
• a separate composition book for this course 
• a binder to collect any corrected homework and photocopies  
• two pens, or two pencils, or a pen and a pencil 
• 3x5 note cards. These will be used to make flashcards of the vocabulary 

learnt in class 
• a pocket dictionary and a verb book (strongly recommended) 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: every student will be required  

• to maintain a composition book to write notes during class 
• to maintain a binder into which all papers will be placed to record achievement and 

for future reference. Never turn in work on paper torn from a spiral notebook. It 
will not be accepted 

• to do all written work in pencil or pen with blue or black ink. NO other colors will be 
accepted (only exception: creative activities or personal note-taking) 

• to  bring materials to each class, unless otherwise specified  
• to attend classes on a regular basis and to arrive in class on time 
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• to participate fully in all classroom activities 
• to display behavior that enables the student and his/her classmates to learn. 

Respect is expected of all students. Students will treat each other with respect 
and consideration at all times. Cell phones, iPods, MP3s, pagers, hats, sunglasses, 
gum, food and drinks (with exception of water) are not allowed.  Fundraising 
activities like selling candy- and other items- is unacceptable. All electronic devices 
have to be tucked away in a bag or backpack, or even better they have to be left in 
the lockers 

• to turn in all homework assignments on time in order to be prepared for the next 
stage of learning and in order to alert the teacher when extra help is needed.  The 
homework assignments will be printed on a paper placed on one of the classroom 
walls.  If a student misses a class, for whatever reason, it is his his/her 
responsibility to make up all missed assignments.  The assignments will be due within 
two lessons after the student’s return to class. Homework due on the day of the 
absence will be checked immediately upon the return to class. Homework prepared 
during the lessons will not be accepted. 
As a general rule, homework is due when the teacher asks for it; overdue homework 
will be corrected, but will receive no credit  
 

I also want to remind students that the classroom is to be considered a learning 
environment at all times.  Sleeping, chatting, passing notes, reading of any material not 
related to the lesson, doing homework, combing or brushing one’s hair, walking around the 
classroom, dancing, applying make up, shouting, going out of the classroom without the 
teacher’s approval, etc., are all unacceptable behaviors, which will have to be disciplined 
first by a verbal warning, then by a written warning, then by contacting the 
parent/guardian and finally by scheduling a parent conference. 
 
GRADE DISTRIBUTION/SCALE AND GRADING POLICY: 
Classroom participation will impact students’ grade percentage dramatically (see course 
requirements above).  Grades will be recorded to reflect the grading scale in the 
Community Handbook. 
 
The grade percentage will be distributed as follows: 
 

• Tests and quizzes will constitute 40% of the grade 
• Homework, projects will be worth 25% of the grade 
• Classroom participation (which is affected in part by attendance and classroom 

behavior) will constitute 25% of the grade 
• Composition book and binder will be worth 10% of the grade    

Note: in order to receive a top score the composition book and the binder will have to be 
maintained in an orderly way and will have to contain all the distributed materials, the 
notes, the class assignments, and the corrected homework  
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Grades will be lowered for unexcused tardiness and absences.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Learning is a team effort involving the teacher, the student, and the parents/guardians.  
Each member of the team has a part to play.  In particular, the student’s role is to come to 
class prepared to learn each day.  Being ready includes – studying the material covered, 
looking over notes, doing homework, having appropriate supplies for class, and having a 
learning attitude. 
 
If you start to get behind in your studies, try to catch up by asking questions!  Start with 
your classmates, those who have figured out the topic are often your best resource.  If no 
one can help you, I will be available for help during lunch on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
provided that you inform me about your needs and that you show up punctual. 
 
PARENTAL ROLE: 
As stated above, learning is a team effort.  The parents/guardians have a crucial role in 
this team.  Give your child support by providing a consistent, quiet time and a place to 
study.  This will help your student succeed. 
 
Your child will have homework from me very often.  In the event that your child will be 
absent from class, please notify me as soon as possible.  If I am given enough warning, I 
will try to have assignments ready. 
 
Encourage your student to always do his/her best.  A foreign language might be a challenge 
for some kids.  I understand and recognize this, but hard work and a willingness to learn 
will make this a good year for all of us. 
 
 
 


